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The purpose of conducting this research was to make
accessible a detailed analysis of women’s involvement, roles,
contributions in the national liberation movement in
Guinea—Bjssau and the Cape Verde Islands. Such a study was
necessary because of the scanty nature of the information
available on this particular subject matter.
In order to adequately assess the women’s engagement in the
liberation movement - the African Party for the Independence of
Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde (PAIGC), it was of equal
significance to focus on their impact in the national culture,
the economy, and the political structure. Additionally, a
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comparison was made between pre and post independence periods in
relation to women’s specific gains in education, agriculture,
employment, culture, etc.
In Chapter 5 the analysis relates to women’s involvement in
the transformation process, and the researcher emphasizes the
consciousness_raising factors. Chapter 6 constitutes the
conclusion. Based on the findings, the researcher reached the
conclusion that in addition to the PAIGC, consciousness—raising
was a major factor in women’s participation in the liberation
movement. This is with special emphasis on their struggle for
more and better education, improved health and child care
facilities, and for access to better agricultural tools; as well,
for the eradication of oppressive traditionalistic/cultural norms
such as the lack of divorce rights for women and polygyny.
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Statement of the Problem
Within the past decade or so, there have been many works on
the various national liberation struggles in Africa. Yet, none
has provided a detailed analysis of the role, contributions, and
participation of African women in the national liberation
struggle in Guinea—Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands. What has
been conspicuously absent in these analyses is an examination of
the role that women have played in the national liberation
movement, both in terms of their positions as well as their
actual engagement in combat. This thesis, therefore, is an
attempt to supply a detailed analysis of the women’s involvement
in the liberation movement in Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde.
If one is to adequately examine the participation of women,
there must also be an examination of the impact of women in the
struggle in general as well as on the changing political
structure. In addition, one must consider the cultural
particularity of the country, both in terms of pre— and post
independence conditions. Such an examination, of necessity,
leads to an appraisal of the specific contributions of women to
the struggle for independence.
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Purpose or Objective
This thesis has one major purpose or objective. The
objective is to examine African women’s participation in the
struggle for national liberation in Guinea—Bjssau and the Cape
Verde Islands. This objective includes their involvement in such
non—traditional roles as leaders in the Party, directors of
Schools and hospitals, and as political workers.’
Hypothesis
The participation of African women in the national
liberation struggle in Guinea—Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands
was a vital and fundamental variable in the success of the
revolutionary movement. Because of the women’s commitment to
achieving independence, a cultural self—conscjousness/
consciousness_raising occurred amongst women, thereby making them
more readily cognizant of their oppression This in turn,
directly impacted on the developmental and transformation
processes before and after independence.
Methodology
In determining the methodology to be Utilized for this
thesis, it became important for the researcher to first describe
the kind of research on which the thesis is based. In this case,
a-Stephanie Urdang, “Women in the Armed Struggle,”
A Revolution Within A Revolution: Women in Guinea—Bissau,
(Sommerville, Massachusetts: New England Free Press, n.d.),
p. 161.
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an applied research approach was followed. Applied Research
consists of research and its findings which can readily be used
for solving problems that concern society in specific areas, such
as for examples, women in the economic structure, women in the
political society, or any other societal concerns of people.2
The choice of this approach is appropriate for a study that
discusses the role and place of women in the national liberation
movement in Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde and which emphasizes the
ramifications of the revolutionary process in the area of women
and cultural self—consciousness.
The Black Feminist Theory in its applied aspect is the
theoretical framework used in this thesis. There are various
feminist theories which address sexism, class struggle, class
oppression, patriarchy and the like; yet, only Black feminism
includes the question of racism in its explanation of the
position of African women. The Black Feminist Theory contributes
much of its existence to the obvious reality of the Afro—American
women’s struggle for survival and liberation. it is in the
2Kenneth Bailey, “Applied Versus Pure Research,” Methods of
Social Research. 2nd edition, (New York: The Freedom Press,
1982), p. 21.
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context of fighting for survival and liberation that the Black
Feminist Theory as a theoretical framework becomes relevant.3
Feminist consciousness—raising and feminist consciousness4
are elements in the feminist theory matrix. This thesis refers
to a new level of consciousness amongst African women before and
after independence. According to Miranda Davies in her article
“Women in Struggle: An Overview,”
Recent years have seen the revolutionary emergency of
a new feminist consciousness amongst women in the
Third World, arising from two main factors: the
growing participation of women in national liberation
movements,..., and a recognition that the true
emancipation of women does not automatically accompany
the building of a post—revolutionary socialist
society.5
The Black Feminist Theory grants the researcher tools with
which to access the cultural self—consciousness/consciousness—
raising of African women in their commitment to independence as
well as their impact on the process of economic, political, and
cultural, transformation of pre/post independent Guinea—Bissau
and the Cape Verde Islands. It accomplishes this by addressing
3Alison M. Jaggar and Paula S. Rothenberg, “A Black Feminist
Statement,” Feminist Framwork: Alternative Theoretical Accounts
of the Relations Between Women and Men, 2nd edition, (New York:
McGraw—Hill Book Co., Inc., 1978), p. 63.
4Mary Vetterling—Braggin, Frederick A. Elliston, and Jane
English, “Toward a Phenomenology of Feminist Consciousness,”
Feminism and Philosophy (Totowa, New Jersey: Littlefield, Adams
and Co., 1977), pp. 22—23.
5Miranda Davies, “Women in Struggle - An Overview,” Third
World — Second Sex: Women’s Struggles and National Liberation
(London—England: Zed Press, 1983), p. 874.
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the revolutionary movement, the women’s contributions to the
agricultural sector, their involvement in family, education and
health care, and their work as political actors. An examination
of each of these elements within the framework of a Black
feminist theory will substantiate the validity of this thesis’
central hypothesis. The research will use the document study as
data collection or methodology and more specifically, the
structured content—analysis approach which utilizes quantitative
data from verbal documents and analyzes, written documents, and
materials6 such as scholarly journals, books on national
liberation struggles and the role of African women in the PAIGC.
Government documents, biographies, and statistical data on women
in the economic sector and the educational arena will be utilized
in a longitudinal study which spans from 1960 to 1980. This
study will measure the progress of women in economics
(agricultural labor force), politics (participation in the
African Party for the Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde and
input in the village decision—making), the culture (traditional
customs and domestic realm), and society (literacy, education and
agriculture) before and after independence. Comparisons of
statistical data to those related to men in the same society will
also be made.
6Bailey, Methods of Social Research, p. 63.
6
Understandably, the degree of progress made by women will
vary from one area to the other. This is due, in large part, to
the uneven development of these areas at the onset of the
liberation movement. This longitudinal study will not only
emphasize the progress of women, but will also draw attention to
the impact on these phenomena. The researcher, however, must
call the reader’s attention to the fact that although statistical
data are provided, their interpretation must take account of the
biases of Western standards through which African women were
judged.
Review of Literature
Over the past decade or so, a myriad of published and
unpublished works have been written on national liberation
movements in the Third World. Of these works, however, only a
small portion have concentrated on the movement in Guinea—Bissau
and the Cape Verde Islands, and even less have attempted to
record women’s participation. Yet, within the past ten years,
more documents have been compiled which have supplied a glimpse
of women’s involvement in general and PAIGC members in
particular, along with studies on women in development.
The contents of the this thesis encompasses two distinct
elements — African women and the national liberation movement
which coincides with the PAIGC, thereby requiring a collaboration
of content analysis work which also includes the theoretical
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framework — the Black Feminist Theory. In discussing the
literature used in this thesis, emphasis is placed on the role
and contributions of women in the liberation movement, before and
after independence and this from the perspective of Black
feminism. The researcher also discusses the impact of women
because of consciousness—raising towards the culture, themselves,
the economy, and the political structure; and which authors works
yield strengths and weaknesses as they relate to the
aforementioned discussion.
The discussion of the literature review begins with works
centered on the Black Feminist Theory and its relationship to
women in the revolutionary movement. The first work, Ain’t I A
Woman: Black Women and Feminism by Bell Hooks, addresses the
racial and sexual oppression which Black women confronted and
fought against from the point of slavery through the
revolutionary 1960’s. Bell Hooks does a concise job of
describing the plight of the Afro—American woman through
discussing and examining key women (Mary Church Terrell,
Sojourner Truth, Anna Cooper, Amanda Berry Smith, Rosa Parks, and
Fannie Lou Hammer, etc.) who courageously challenged the role of
women in the pre-and post—slavery European society. The firmness
of the first four women cited to alleviate the oppressive
barriers of human inequality specifically for women was
paralleled by the researcher to that of women in Guinea—Bissau
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and Cape Verde before and after independence. Although this work
is successful in (1) enlightening one’s mind on the inequality of
women and the black male suffrage through the Civil Rights
Movement; and (2) examining and discussing racism and the
feminist theory up through the early 1970’s with an emphasis on
consciousness and the lack of consciousness of women towards
societal norms and persistent, destructive and concealed
oppressions; one must question why, when considering its subtitle
— black women and feminism, no alternatives were yielded for
alleviating the sexist, racist and cultural oppressions through
the usage of black feminism. The researcher’s purpose in
utilizing this work was to show forth the racism, class, economic
and sexual oppression which Afro—American women encountered.
Subsequently, the researcher tried to draw a parallel between
African, American, Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde Islands women in
the context of black feminism as a consciousness—raising force.
In the researcher’s efforts to draw this parallel, the idea
was gained from examining Miranda Davies Third World-Second Sex:
Women’s Struggles and National Liberation, which is a collection
of essays by and about Third World women and expounds on the
experiences and participation of women in the armed struggles and
transformation processes of various Third World countries. This
work is particularly useful in that it gives an aggregated view
of women from an economic, cultural, political and sociological
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standpoint. The reader definitely gained a better understanding
of the position of women in revolutionary movements. There are
no two essays which are alike. While some of them are more
deeply concerned with liberation struggles, others concentrated
on how to overcome oppressive traditional and cultural practices.
The creativity in this collection of essays is the varied
description of Western feminism which differs from black feminism
because it does not address the question of racism and also
because it only concerns itself with improving the status of
caucasian women in society unlike black feminism which seeks to
unite and uplift the black community and the black family. The
fullness and uniqueness of this work was masterful especially in
relation to the involvement and contributions of women in the
liberation movements in Namibia, El Salvador, Palestine and
Zimbabwe and equally effective for this thesis as it discusses
the role of women in the transformation process during the
post—independence period with respect to politics and the
economy. However, the weaknesses in this work reside in its
lack of structure, the obvious neglect of the country of South
Africa; and the failure to provide a concise discussion on
western feminism and black feminism which should have been
included for the purpose of those readers who are unfamiliar with
the philosophies of either, since the inclusion of both was
inconspiciously addressed in several essays. Recommendations can
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be offered in reference to the first two weaknesses. First,
either condense the number of countries to be used and discussed
or compile a series of books where each book speaks on a specific
Third World country; and as previously mentioned, compile a
separate work specifically on women’s movement and organizations
in South Africa because this country has oppressions which are
commonly linked to all other Third World countries.
Because the Black Feminist Theory represents the theoretical
framework of this thesis, the theory mandated discussion apart
from its relationship to women in the national liberation
movement in Guinea—Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands. One’s
discussion of this theory was attributed to Feminism and
Philosophy, edited by Mary Vetterling-Braggin, Frederick A.
Elliston and Jane English. This conglomeration of various
feminist theories is an interesting work to study in the course
of training a western feminist. Although the researcher does not
subscribe to a European/westernized feminist ideology, it is
important for a black feminist to understand so as to equip
herself with the proper tools in carrying out any serious
analytical work.
The redundancy observed in this work in addition to the
variation of feminist thought (Radical, Marxist, Socialist, etc.)
did not deter the researcher from utilizing the work’s analysis
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of black feminism, which was found to lack clarity in its
description of the theory, but which made an acknowledgeable
attempt towards discussing black feminism from the point of its
inception in the 1970’s. The work itself should be considered as
an original merely for its inclusion of an examination of black
feminism which is out of the ordinary for the majority of
feminist philosophical works. This work’s weakness in its
attempt to discuss black feminism could well have been avoided by
using a black feminist to compile the essays.
Although many works which discuss Third World issues are
found to be westernized, not all have been impacted by this
destructiveness. Basil Davidson is one author in particular,
which the researcher feels, geared his work towards non—western
thought. No Fist Is Big Enough To Hide The Sky: The Liberation
of Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde—Aspects of An African Revolution,
provides a well—organized synopsis of African history in
Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde, and discusses and analyzes/examines
the pre— and post—independent societies of these two countries.
More importantly was the limited but thorough discussion on
women’s involvement in the revolutionary movement which was
essential to the thesis chapters 4 and 5 which address women in
the revolutionary movement and the transformation process.
Nonetheless, this work emphasized specific military methods used
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by the PAIGC towards fighting the Portuguese guerrillas.
Finally, the author has attempted to address the efforts of the
PAIGC in the initial and continuing stages of transformation.
Overall, this work served as a background document for the
historical perspective used in this thesis, but the researcher’s
main debate with the work was that it failed to provide an
indepth discussion on the position of women under colonialism as
well as in the revolutionary movement and transformation
process. Perhaps the author did not recognize the importance of
this, but how could he have not recognized its importance when in
fact he gave some attention to the involvement of women in the
liberation struggle.
This particular weakness was addressed through the works by
Stephanie Urdang which were utilized in discussing women in the
revolutionary movement and the transformation process which will
shortly be discussed upon completion of the current discussion on
the historical nature of these two countries. Additionally, this
discussion includes a brief synopsis of the works utilized in
examining the development of the PAIGC and its revolutionary
leader — Amilcar Cabral.
Armed Struggle in Africa - With the Guerrillas in Portuguese
Guinea authored by Gerard Chaliand was used in the thesis
discussion of the liberation struggle and the PAIGC. Chaliand’s
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work provided an analysis of the liberation movement during its
initial stages. The researcher used this work very briefly in
describing how Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde’s armed struggle
(PAIGC) was developing its foundation through peasant
mobilization in the countryside. Although this work could be
utilized more effectively in a paper centering on the specific
methods used by the PAIGC in the armed struggle, this work was
useful in this thesis, not as an independent source, but rather
as a contributing factor to stru~turing a complete thought. The
thought being to discuss the historical aspect of the
revolutionary movement.
Needless to say, if one is to accurately discuss the
revolutionary movement, it is a necessity to draw attention to
the one person who represented the foundation of this movement.
Amilcar Cabral was that particular individual who not only served
as secretary—general of the Party, but who was actually
responsible for the movement being developed and effective.
Because this paper was basically concerned with women in the
revolutionary movement, there was only a need to momentarily
discuss Amilcar Cabral. For this purpose, the researcher used
Patrick Chabal’s work Amilcar Cabral: Revolutionary Leadership
and People’s War which was a complete biography of Cabral which
discussed his theoretical frameworks as a comrade and leader in
the PAIGC. This work would be considered as an excellent source
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for one who was discussing the ideological perspectives of the
PAIGC, but for this researcher’s purposes, the work was used to
describe only briefly how the movement was founded by Cabral and
under what precise conditions. Because this study was supposedly
the first full—scale biography of the revolutionary movement -
PAIGC, it is quite possible that not all the data included in
this work remains accurate; however, despite this assumption, the
researcher considered this work a most useful source in the
thesis development of the historical background of the PAIGC,
followed by Ronald H. Chilcote’s Portuguese Africa which was
another work used by the researcher in providing a major portion
of the thesis discussion of the historical aspect of
Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde. The researcher used this work
alone in discussing the history of these two countries because
the author’s sequential structure of the work was complete and
detailed. The detail enabled the researcher to decipher and
extract the most imperative facts and at the same time provide a
concise and short discussion on the history. The researcher
considered this to be a strength but at the same time recognizing
that Chilcote’s work was written to emphasize colonialism and the
Portuguese while de—emphasizing the strength and beauty of
Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde. The researcher considered this a
weakness and while not overlooking this factor, recognized the
fact that the majority of her sources used in discussing the
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historical aspect were written by Europeans. This problem is
prevalent in various writings on Third World issues and one which
must be addressed by those of us as Third World descendants who
are taking on the responsibility of studying and living Third
World issues. From this discussion of the historical aspects
proceeds an analysis of works on women in the revolutionary
movement and transformation period.
The article “Pre—Condition for Victory - Women’s Liberation
in Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau” by Urdang is one of the first
works written during the early 1970’s which addresses the role of
women in the liberation struggles in Mozambique (FRELIMO) and
Guinea—Bissau (PAIGC). Although this article was not extensive
in discussion, it did seek to address the role of women in the
revolutionary movement, the internal ideas and thoughts of these
women concerning traditional and cultural norms; and suggestions
of future participation bywomen in the transformation process.
The article was also an attempt to draw a comparison between
women participating in the liberation struggle of the PAIGC and
FRELIMO and thus provided a foundation for candidly discussing
women and revolutionary movements.
Because this work was used only to provide a topical
discussion for women in the revolutionary movement, the
researcher was very limited to its accessibility in the thesis.
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As was previously stated, however, there were two more works used
in this thesis by Urdang which were both further modifications
and extensions of the article just discussed.
In the first book which was published by Urdang entitled A
Revolution Within A Revolution: Women in Guinea-Bissau, the
author attempts to provide a more explicit examination of the
research which she conducted by traveling to Guinea—Bissau and
Cape Verde. The author relied heavily upon personal interviews
which she conducted at several villages in these countries. What
the researcher observed as very interesting was the fact that
Urdang talked with young and old women and men, which provided a
composite view of attitudes which existed during the course of
revolution. It was quite apparent from the utilization of this
work that the older generation of women had been mentally trained
and conditioned according to the traditional/cultural norms of
the society as compared to the younger generation of women who
were being made conscious of their need to seek independence from
the traditional norms that were oppressive; thereby allowing them
to eventually have control of their own lives.
Both these phenomenas were extremely important in reference
to the thesis discussion of women’s consciousness of their plight
and their participation in the revolutionary movement of
pre—independent Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde. This was
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considered a useful and necessary work for the development of
this thesis because of the authors inclusion of gender
attitudes which :~ncouraged participation towards changing
the society.
The third and final work which was used in this thesis by
Urdang was Fighting Two Colonialisms: Women in Guinea-Bissau.
This writing was essentially the finale’ which collaborated the
article and the previous work which were written by Urdang and
used in this thesis. However, there was less emphasis placed on
interviews and further discussion provided on women’s
participation in the transformation process which was not at all
discussed in Urdang’s article. Additionally, in this work,
unlike the two previous ones, the author highlighted the pros and
cons of PAIGC influence towards women in the revolutionary
movement. According to the researcher, these three works by
Urdang were fundamental in order to provide a concise discussion
of women and the revolutionary movement in Guinea—Bissau and Cape
Verde. However, the one major weakness of this conglomeration of
works by Urdang was that they did not emphasize women and
development in terms of economics. By this I mean not just
discussing the role of women in the transformation process, but
rather discussing what particular developmental measures should
be used in improving the economic status of women in Third World
countries because of the fact that these women comprise
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seventy—five percent of the economic labor force. Such an
analysis was considered necessary for this thesis because women
in Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde were the major producers and
distributors of food and market goods during the liberation
struggle and post—independence.
In an effort to examine the role of women and the
developmental process, the researcher utilized more works which
discussed the sub—Sahara African region. This region was divided
into five parts whereby Guinea—Bissau was found in Coastal West
Africa and Cape Verde in Sahel West Africa.
The first work utilized in this effort which was also geared
specifically towards a study of Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde was
authored by Jeanne S. Newman and entitled Women of the World:
Sub—Saharan Africa. The researcher considered Newman’s work to
be most useful in providing needed statistical data on the extent
of women’s participation in agriculture, education and economic
marketing, not only in Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde, but also in
other countries throughout the continent of Africa. The author’s
major discussion in this work as it relates to the thesis is in
addressing the status of women as primary food producers and the
impact of literacy and education on women in pre— and
post—independent societies. The author contends that because
women were responsible for the distribution of food supplies and
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household goods, they should be allowed accessibility to proper
training and financial tools in order to make successful
contributions to development. In accordance with this
contention, the author supplied statistical data which revealed
women and men’s participation in agricultural and economic
production from 1965 through 1980. This data was essential to
the researcher because it showed the level of agricultural
contributions during the periods of pre—independence and
post—independence which revealed that the female gender was more
active in agricultural production before and after independence.
The researcher was geared towards validating this because of her
notion in which she concluded that women provided the overall
economic contributions in the transformation process which is an
essential measure for developing a new and more productive
society in Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde.
As was previously mentioned, this work also discussed the
impact of literacy and education on the lives of these women. In
discussing women in the revolutionary movement, the thesis
discussed not only how women were denied the right to obtain an
education, but also the fact that prior to the movement, the
illiteracy rate was ninety—nine percent in Guinea—Bissau and Cape
Verde. Women were not initially given the right to obtain an
education until the revolutionary movement was well into effect
around 1966 or 1967. In this work, it reveals statistical data
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on the level of progress for women in obtaining an education as
well as on how often women were becoming literate. It was also
interesting to observe the percent of men who were literate at
the start of the revolutionary movement and the lesser increase
of their literacy upon liberation.
Overall, the researcher was satisfied with this work as an
important work in developing the latter chapters of this thesis,
but she did recognize the fact that some of the data was most
likely influenced by western researchers who often times demeaned
the value and significance of women’s data in reference to
agriculture in order to grant themselves unearned recognition.
This being the case, the researcher recognized this factor as a
weakness and concluded that in order to alleviate such, it would
be most advantageous for one to conduct her/his own research.
“Africa’s Women: Security in Challenge in Change” by
Margarita Dobert and Nwangaga Shields was an extensively
discussed article on African women in general concerning their
challenges of contributing to liberating African countries.
Because the work was a basic generalization of African women, it
did not supply the kinds of specifics needed by the researcher,
but it was useful in combining with Urdang’s article in an effort
to discuss women’s participation in general. This was
interesting because it showed that for the most part, women in
Angola, Zimbabwe and Mozambique were essentially seeking
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liberation not only for the freedom of their countries, but
equally for themselves. Therefore, in a very real sense,
consciousness—raising was spreading throughout the continent of
Africa during various liberation struggles. The overall
generalization of this work did represent a weakness, yet, on the
other hand, it provided the researcher with some pertinent facts
about how women in other liberation movements made their
contributions, and could also be used in a comparative study in
future writings.
There was also another work used in this thesis which was
not extensively utilized because it was more of a generalization
and unspecific in reference to women in Guinea—Bissau and the
Cape Verde Islands.
This work, Women and Development in Africa by Gideon S.
Were, did provide useful material in developing the thesis
discussion of development for women. More specifically, Were
concentrated his efforts on providing a descriptive analysis of
what women are currently doing in order to improve their status
in the economic structure through the auspices of various
developmental programs in existence in Africa. Here again,
because this work does not specifically highlight Guinea-Bissau
and Cape Verde, it was used only briefly in discussing women in
the transformation process. Because of its weakness in the
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respect of generalization, it was not considered a major work for
this thesis and essentially served as a small contributing factor
in the latter chapter five.
The researcher’s main objective in discussing and examining
the literature review was to (1) emphasize the effects of
consciousness—raising amongst the women during pre-independence
in reference to oppressive traditional and societal norms; and
(2) show that their contributions to the economic structure were
fundamental for the development of the political, social and
economic structures of post—independence.
Synopsis of Thesis Chapters
The overall emphasis of this thesis is on two specific
periods in Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde’s history: the first is
that of armed struggle, and the second is that of the
transitional or post—independent phase with a concentration on
the roles, contributions and participation of African women in
the revolution.
The Introductory chapter lays the groundwork in that it
contains the statement of the problem, the purpose and objective,
the hypothesis, the methodology and theoretical framework, the
review of literature, and a synopsis of the thesis chapters.
Chapter II is bifurcated; it first provides a brief
discussion of the colonial structure in pre—independent
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Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde. This is done by attempting to
discuss the birth and development of the former Portuguese
overseas territories. It was colonialism that ignited the flame
of a national liberation struggle. This chapter also addresses
the negative impact of the colonial structure on African women.
Chapter III is concerned with the national liberation
struggle, with emphasis on the role and place of the PAIGC.
Emphasis is placed on how the movement emerged, its philosophy
and practices, and the armed struggle. The relevance of this
chapter is that it allows the researcher to acknowledge a
distinction in the movement prior to the participation of women.
This sets the tone for validating the first variable of the
hypothesis which states that women’s participation in the
liberation struggle was a vital and fundamental measure for its
success.
The participation of women in the liberation struggle/
revolutionary movement is the subject of Chapter IV. This
discussion of women’s involvement with the movement alludes to a
social, economic, and political reconstruction of the pre—
independent society. This, in turn is the foundation for the
cultural self—consciousness/consciousness—raising elements that
are extracted from the theoretical framework of the Black
Feminist Theory.
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This chapter also speaks to the utilization of the feminist
consciousness in terms of cause—and--effect relationship of the
African women’s status in the revolutionary movement. This
chapter provides validation of the second variable of the
researcher’s hypothesis which states that because the women
sought to obtain independence, they encountered a cultural
self—consciousness which made them more aware of their oppression
and therefore impacted the developmental and transformation
processes before and after independence.
Chapter V provides an analysis of women in the development
process of independent Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde. It vali
dates the second variable of the hypothesis through its
discussion of how women integrated the economic structure, and
other areas such as health and education. Their development and
involvement with women’s organizations, which were the result of
consciousness—raising, also grows out of that discussion.
Chapter Vi is essentially a summation of the findings. It
offers suggestions and recommendations for further research in
this specific area.
CHAPTER II
PORTUGUESE COLONIALISM AND THE PRESENCE OF AFRICAN WOMEN
IN GUINEA—BISSAU AND THE CAPE VERDE ISLANDS
The presence of the Portuguese in Guinea-Bissau and the Cape
Verde Islands covers a period of some five-hundred years.
Throughout this span of time, the Europeans invaded territories
which were not rightfully theirs. Further the Europeans
cultivated a destructive slavery and colonial system that
exploited the Africans. This chapter, however, emphasizes the
impact of the colonial structure on women. It begins with a
brief discussion on how Guinea—Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands
were infiltrated, and controlled by Portugal.
Brief History of the Formation of Portuguese Guine’ and the Cape
Verde Archipelago and Colonialist Infiltration of the Cultures
Under the leadership of Prince Henry the Navigator, the
Portuguese systematically explored and conquered the west coast
of Africa.7 The first Europeans to sail the coast south of Cape
Bojador were the Portuguese under the guidance of Gil Eanes in
1434. Ten years later, explorers reached the mouth of the
7Ronald H. Chilcote, Portuguese Africa, “The Historical
Perspective,” (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice Hall,
Inc., 1967), p. 86.
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Senegal. In 1445 Nuno Triastao passed Cape Verde to Guinea,
(“Guinea’” a European word derived from Arabic and meaning “land
of black men”).
During the remainder of the fourteenth century and all of
the fifteenth century, much exploration and discovery was taking
place in Africa. Antonio de Noli, an Italian navigator, is
recognized as the discoverer of the Cape Verde Islands.8
The Cape Verde archipelago and Sao Tome’ eventually fell
under Portuguese control. Portuguese rule was characterized by
a poor economic organization. The foreign competitors received
illegal foods from Portuguese outlaws or lancados and their
mulatto descendants (filhos da terra) worked with the
Christianized Africans (grumetes) to assist the Portuguese in
controlling the Guine’ territory. During the seventeeth and
eighteenth centuries, the fortress at Bissau was restructured.
The net effect of this was a strengthening of Portugal’s control
and the failure of the Dutch to capture Cacheau.9
During the (Berlin) Conference, several European nations,
including Britain, France, Germany, Belgium, and Portugal, sought




in the Conference. By the time the meetings concluded, Portugal
had gained control of Angola, Cape Verde, Sao Tome’, and
Principe’ .10
During the nineteenth century, Portuguese Guine’ and Cape
Verde experienced an erosion of the slave trade. Further,
numerous external conditions had an impact on the internal
structure of Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde. Because Guinea—Bissau
did not possess natural resources, it did not appeal to
individuals who were interested in building and maintaining large
plantations. Thus, heavy taxes were imposed on the people of
Guinea-Bissau as a method of acquiring working capital for the
colony. Taxes were placed on virtually every aspect of an
individual’s life. Every pound of rice grown, for example, was
taxed. Taxes were also placed on huts, palm wine, palm oil,
livestock, weddings and other celebrations, festivities, dances
and burials.11 The hightaxes imposed on the people of
Guinea—Bissau is one example of Portuguese reign over this
portion of Africa. Of all the colonial powers in Africa,
Portugal is the only country that made very little or no attempt
to develop its possession. In other words, Guinea—Bissau was
clearly one of the most underdeveloped countries in Africa during
the nineteenth century.l2
~-0Stephanie Urdang, “In the Liberated Zones,” Fighting Two
Colonialisms: Women in Guinea—Bissau (New York and London:




The Effects of the Colonial Structure on the Development of
African Women
One of the major purposes of fighting for independence was
to eradicate the oppressive traditions in the colonialist system
which adversely affected the lives of African women in
Guinea—Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands. The oppression of
these women was a direct result of exploitation. Because
colonialism was centered on exploiting the wealth and labor of
Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde, it introduced the system of
oppression so that the people would not rebel against their
treacherous plans. Once the process of exploitation was
implemented, women overall became dominated by the privileged
strata. The possession of women constitutes possessing workers,
unpaid workers and workers who do not express resistance to their
husbands’ utilizing their labor power. In the agrarian society
during colonialism, the marriage of many women to one man was a
means of obtaining much wealth. Under this traditional, colonial
structure, the husband received free labor which was not rebelled
against through the exploitative structure.’3 In other words,
the exploitation and oppression of women began in the system of
private ownership.14
~-3Stephanie Urdang, “Precondition for Victory: Women’s
Liberation in Mozambique and Guinea—Bjssau,” ISSUE: A Quarterly
Journal of Africanist Opinion, Vol. 7, No. 1 (Ann Arbor,
Michigan: African Studies Association, Inc., 1978), p. 26.
‘4Samora Machel, “The Liberation of Women is a Fundamental
Necessity for the Revolution,” in Sowing the Seeds of Revolution,
Committee for Freedom in Mozambique, Angola and Guine, London,
n.d., p. 26.
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A Balante peasant woman who lived in the southern region of
Guinea—Bissau, Bwetha N’Dubi, gives an account of what her
peasant family endured during colonialism as well as what the
circumstances were like for the African women. According to
N’Dubi, her peasant family produced hard labor in the fields and
also grew rice. When in need of various items, they took the
rice to Portuguese owned stores and traded it or sold it for
money. However, they had no way of knowing the cost of the
products they were purchasing since the Portuguese charged
whatever they deemed necessary for the rice. There was nothing
that could be done about it. If they argued about the price,
they were beaten. Those who could not afford to pay taxes on
palm trees, domestic animals and land were beaten and jailed.
When the family could not afford to pay for the land they were
taken by force and made to work without pay.15 N’Dubi also spoke
of an experience she encountered in her earlier years. While
still a young girl, she too worked without pay on the
construction of a road. She lived in the forest and was forced
to find her own food. As well, she adds that there were no
schools for them to attend and neither were there hospitals or
doctors ~l6
‘5Stephanie Urdang, A Revolution Within a Revolution: Women
in Guinea—Bissau (Somerville, Massachusetts: New England Free
Press, n.d.), p. 8.
pp. 8, 9.
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Particularly during colonialism, the African women’s work
was not only difficult, but also time consuming and arduous.
Just like the men, women were used for forced labor, and heavy
taxes impacted their lives. The women were the only producers of
food. To explain more clearly, women performed the following
agricultural tasks: conducting agriculture in all stages — from
planting the seed to harvesting the crop. As if this task in
itself was not strenuous enough, the women were also responsible
for preparing the food to be cooked, pounding the rice for
extended periods of time, cooking, gathering water from the well,
laundering the clothes, and supervising the children.17
Not only were women heavily laden with the work loads, but
they likewise did not have equal decision—making powers in their
villages, that is, in relationship to decisions concerning the
entire village. In a way, the women of this society were nothing
more than laborers — they were essentially second class citizens.
It should come as no surprise then, that women were not permitted
to have political power or real authority within the village
society. These responsibilities were specifically the domain of
chiefs or councils of elders, depending on the ethnic group, but
generally in Guinea—Bigsau and the Cape Verde Islands, women
lacked political power or real authority within the village
society ~l8
‘7lbid., p. 9.
1-8Urdang, ISSUE: A Quarterly Journal of Africanist Opinion,
Volume, 8, No. 1, p. 26.
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In addition to women being exploited by heavy work loads and
lack of political power, there were also various traditions and
customs which increased their subjugation. Practices such as
polygyny, forced marriage, “bride price” and the lack of divorce
rights for women contributed to the degradation of women. These
customs were firmly structured within the village society and
they were maintained thanks to a strong and conservative
infrastructure. The practice of polygyny was one instance where
the man could obtain several workers for his property. The bride
price and marriage also provided additional workers for the man’s
property. Additionally, women were rarely allowed to consider
divorce because it might lead to the collapse of the village;
however, there were a few instances when women and men were
granted divorces in the marriages that were very debilitating.
These customs provided the only means of social security for the
village life as women who were ill or incapacitated in some way
were taken care of by other women and, as well, during the
harvest season, the women pooled their labor resources to help
each other collect their harvests.19
These societal customs and practices established a
subordinate position for the women. Ironically, they provided




In essence, women endured as much prejudice and oppression
as the men, yet their responsibility of providing for the
family’s food, in addition to their oppression through cultural
and societal norms, complicated their status in the colonialist
structure. Portuguese colonialism represented an inhumane
subordination of the African people, and more specifically,
African women, with its oppressive nature sought to debase the
mental capacity of the African people by over utilizing their
physical strength and systematically oppressing the African
women.
CHAPTER III
THE EMERGENCE AND EXISTENCE OF
THE NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLE - PAIGC
“The people are not fighting for ideas, for the things
in anyone’s head. They are fighting to win material
benefits, to live better and in peace, to see their
lives go forward... “20
Amilcar Cabral
Structuring the PAIGC - Its Emergence
The purpose of establishing a Party that advocated
independence and justice for the peoples of Guinea—Bissau and
Cape Verde was actively encouraged because of the distasteful
economic structure of colonialism. Colonialism debilitated the
political structure, the cultural society, and the economic
sector. It also expanded discrimination and racism. Such
profound exploitation of a society was not befitting the people
of Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde; in fact, it only contributed to
the destruction of a culture. Although the African people were
aware of their plight, one person in particular was dedicated to
the transformation of the society. Amilcar Cabral was that
individual, and on September 19, 1956, while visiting in Bissau,
20Amilcar Cabral, From a Policy directive of 1965. Basil
Davidson, “Under What Precise Conditions,” No First Is Big Enough
To Hide the Sky: The Liberation of Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde;




Cabral and five other militants founded the PAIGC. These six
members were Amilcar Cabra]., Aristides Pereira, Luiz Cabral,
Fernando Fortes, Julio de Almeida, and Eliseu Turpin.2l
The Party’s original name was ‘Partido Africano Da
Independencia e Uniao dos Provos da Guine’ e Cabo Verde,’ which
was to emphasize the significance of political unity. The PAIGC
began with few members, twenty to thirty in Bissau and a few more
in other surrounding cities. The majority of them were Cape
Verdeans and the core of the organization composed of what Cabral
referred to as the petite bourgeoisie: civil servants,
employees, salaried workers, etc. The extent of their political
work was limited initially due to the repressive environment at
that time.22
The PAIGC’s main aim was to organize groups of militants
first in Bissau, then in other major cities of Guinea, such as
Bolama and Bafata’. During this period, the PAIGC concentrated
on trade union activity. Luiz Cabral, Abilio Duarte, Eliseu
Turpin and others infiltrated the ‘legal’ trade union, the
Sindicato nacional dos empregados do comercio e industrial. This
resulted in the influence of the Party and nationalist ideas
which touched those working at Bissau, especially militant sailors
and dock workers. The dock workers were encouraged by this
2~-Patrick Chabal, Amilcar Cabral: Revolutionary Leadership
and People’s War. (Cambridge, New York, London, Sydney, New
Rochelle; Cambridge University Melbourne Press, 1983), p. 54.
22Ibid
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political work to organize themselves and protest against their
work environment. The protest led to a strike on February 3,
1959 by dock and harbor workers who were demanding higher wages,
but the Portuguese authorities sent police and the army to resist
what they assumed was political agitation. Fifty dock workers
were killed and one hundred more were wounded.23 One month
later, the Party met in Bissau and thus decided to lay the
foundation for the armed struggle while concentrating on
mobilization of the peasantry in the countryside, which was the
future site of the guerrilla war.24 However, in order for a war
of national liberation to be successful, there must be an
ideology, a philosophy to which the masses of the oppressed
adhere. The following discussion centers on the philosophy and
practices of the PAIGC during the armed struggle and the war for
national liberation.
Philosophy and Practices of the PAIGC
The basic principles and procedures which the African Party
for the Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde’s philosophy
utilized represent its commitment to development as was
originally defined by their secretary—general, Amilcar Cabral.
24Gerard Chaliand, Armed Struggle in Africa — With The
Guerrillas in Portuguese Guinea. (New York & London: Monthly
Review Press, 1969), pp. 21—22.
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Specifics in reference to the philosophy included the
application of four key principles which the Party adopted as
fundamental norms of its actions in all aspects of life. These
four principles were criticism and self—criticism, collective
leadership, democratic centralism, and revolutionary democracy.
(1) The Principle of Criticism was developed among the
militants and the leaders where each was given the opportunity to
express his or her opinion on the performance of other Party
members. All acts of criticism were accepted because they
contributed to the productiveness of the Party. However,
criticism was complemented by self—criticism. In this process,
each member analyzed his or her work and capacity for failure and
success. Such efforts allowed for constructive improvement of
each member and directly contributed to the progress of the
organization. 25
(2) Collective leadership was the second principle that was
applied to all levels of the’ Party. This principle was geared
towards proper functioning of the leading organs of the Party
which included women and men from all walks of life. Collective
leadership involved leadership by a mass of people. This allowed
the collective group or establishment of people to study problems
together in an effort to arrive at a more viable solution.
25Aquino de Braganca and Immanuel Wallerstein, “The Party
and the Army,” 3 Volumes. The African Liberation Reader:
Documents of the National Liberation Movement. (London: Zed
Press, 1982), Vol. 3: The Strategy of Liberation, p. 167.
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(3) The third principle which the Party used in the practice
of its decision was democratic centralism. Democratic centralism
means that the decisional power, the establishment of tasks, of
urgent action, is concentrated within central organs or entities.
These are well—defined functions. However, those decisions and
orders, etc., are taken democratically in terms of the interests
and opinions of the mass representatives, based on the respect
for the opinions and interest of the majority. Democratic
centralism represents a school of discipline and of respect for
the opinion of others. It also represents a capacity to put into
practice the decisions that are taken.26
(4) The Principle of Revolutionary democracy was the fourth
and final principle which the Party insisted must be practiced at
all levels of life. This principle included each member
performing his or her duties and obligations courageously,
demanding and giving respect, alleviating opportunism, tolerating
errors which were inevitable, and examining friendships and




All these principles served as an efficient instrument in
the struggle for liberation and development for all peoples in
Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde.
There were also practices which the PAIGC participants
stressed and acted upon once the movement had begun. These
practices included, in informal terms, villagers electing local
political or tabanca committees which generally comprised five
members. These members participated in meetings with Party
officials and discussed ideas and proposed actions of various
types. This second practice in particular contributed to the
establishment of groundwork for women’s involvement in the
revolutionary movement. This practice was reflected in a
directive of the PAIGC program which stated:
Defend women’s rights, respect women (children, youth,
and adults) and make them respected; but convince the
women of our country that their own liberation should
be their own achievement, by their work, attachment to
the Party, self-respect, personality, and
steadfastness before everything that could be against
their dignity.28
A third practice in relationship to the elevation and
progress of women is parallel to the establishment of tabanca
committees in that these committees had to include at least two
female representatives, which was a means of involving women in
societal decision—making.29
28Stephanie tirdang, A Revolution Within A volution:
Women in Guinea—Bissau. (Somerville, Massachusetts: New England
Free Press, n.d.), p. 11.
29Ibid., — Tabanca is a cluster of dwellings having a
certain geographical, familial, and functional unit. It is the
“natural” unit of daily life in Guinea—Bissau.
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The aforementioned four principles of organization and
structure, combined with the practices to which the Party members
adhere, built a working foundation for the PAIGC and set the
stage for offering an atmosphere of commitment and purpose in
obtaining liberation. The practices, in particular, contributed
to the encouragement of women participating in the struggle., but
they were not the purposes for which women decided to participate
in the liberation struggle.
The Armed Struggle
Once the focus of the PAIGC was shifted from the urban
centers to the countryside, a plan of liberation precipitated by
the Pidgiguiti massacre was begun. This made it possible to use
the newly independent Republic of Guine as a operations location
and as a training base. Guine received its independence in 1958.
In 1960, the Party entered its most difficult stage— armed
struggle. In May of 1960, Ainilcar Cabral, secretary—general of
the Party, moved to Conakry and founded a school for training
cadres who eventually returned to their native homes to work in
the countryside. Those cadres were thus responsible for sending
back new cadres to replace them at the school.
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Due to previous failures which Cabral had encountered
because of nationalist agitation, Cabral realized that a
nationalist armed struggle was the only alternative which must be
developed in the countryside.3° This nationalist armed struggle
encouraged national liberation which was many things to the PAIGC
including that of: regaining and revaluing the culture and
history of the Guinean people; freeing of the productive forces
from colonial and imperial domination; freeing the people from
all forms of exploitation; building a new society and a new
nation based on the full participation of the people, both women
and men; and liberation of women from their dominated and
oppressed state within the society.31
The most immediate concerns of the PAIGC during the start of
the armed struggle from 1960—1962 was to intensify political
mobilization inside Guinea and to obtain weapons for the war.
In April of 1961, the Conference of Nationalist
Organizations of Portuguese Colonies (CONCP—Conferencia das
organizacoes nacionaljstas das colonias portuguesa) was
established in Casablanca, its seat to be in Rabat. At this
point, the PAIGC prepared the groundwork for the political
30Chabal, Amilcar Cabral: Revolutionary Leadership and
People’s War, p. 58.
31-Stephanie Urdang, “In the Liberated Zones,” Fighting Two
Colonialisms: Women in Guinea—Bissau (New York and London:
Monthly Review Press, 1979), p. 71.
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conditions which would permit it to be launched in Guinea. From
June 30 to July 31, 1962, several sabotage raids were launched
from bases within Guinea.32 This prompted the Portuguese to
arrest hundreds in Bissau during August 1962, the third
anniversary of the Pidgiguiti massacre. By September 1962, the
Party’s leadership concluded that full—scale armed struggle must
be instituted. The armed struggle began in the southern portion
of the country and, near the end of 1962 to mid—1963, it began in
the north.
The PAIGC had a pattern of armed action which was
‘classical’ guerrilla warfare. This involved small groups of
armed men who attacked Portuguese patrols and transports. By
August of 1963, liberated areas were being acknowledged by PAIGC
reports and in fact, operations were becoming normalized under
the Party’s leadership. The concentration of ‘liberating’
certain areas was specifically where political mobilization was
most successful — south of the river Geba and some locations in
the centre and the north of the country.33
A Party Congress was held in the Maguis during February of
1964 at which time also there was input for a reorganization.
There were three levels on which the war was being waged at the
start of 1963:
32Chaliand, Armed Struggle in Africa - With the Guerrillas
in Portuguese Guinea, p. 22.
33Chabal, Ainilcar Cabral: Revolutionary Leadership and
People’s War, pp. 58—59.
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— Economic: Systematic destruction of CUF (Companhia
Uniao Fabril — Portuguese industry which controlled
the essential part of Guinea’s economy during
colonialism) 37 warehouses. Lowering of groundnut
export production; increase of rice production for
local consumption.
— Political: Installation of military bases in the
forest but not in the villages — so as to avoid the
repression that would otherwise be automatically
leveled against the peasantry. At the same time,
continued political work in the villages.
— Military: Ceaseless harassment of the enemy in
order to create a permanent atmosphere of
demoralizing insecurity.34
The Congress decided upon the following in 1964 as a result
of the new conditions which emerged out of that struggle:
(1) Divide the country up into regions and zones
around strategic bases.
(2) Modify the Party’s political structure which
consists of:
(a) The Political Bureau. Twenty members-—
fifteen regulars and five alternates——
including an executive committee of seven
members.
(b) The Central Committee. Sixty—five members——
including twenty alternates——divided into
seven departments: armed forces political
action; foreign affairs; political control
of military cadres and of the Party
apparatus; secretariat for the training of
cadres, information and propaganda; security;
economy and finances; development and
coordination of mass organizations.
(3) Rationally organize the liberated regions so as to
replace the Portuguese administratively and
economically; in the south, create a system of
people’s stores.
(4) Reorganize militarily: to strengthen cohesion; no
more autonomous regions. Henceforth everything
34Ibid., p. 7.
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must be closely tied to the Party’s central
leadership.
(5) Create a regular army, the FARP (People’s
Revolutionary Armed Forces), in addition to the
local village guerrilla militants.35
The PAIGC’s most severe military test was the battle for the
control of the island of Como (in the southernmost corner of the
country) in April of 1964. Some 3,000 Portuguese troops were
involved and it was the first time that the PAIGC was forced to
surrender its traditional guerrilla tactics and have direct
confrontation with a modern and well-equipped army. This battle
marked a militant victory for the PAIGC although achieved at
enormous cost. By 1966, there was an intensification of the
struggle because of the rainy season in addition to an increase
in attacks and the systematic destruction of Portuguese military
posts. The armed struggle proved to be just one aspect of the
revolution. The mobilization of the people which took effect
prior to the start of the guerrilla war was equally concerned
with preparing the people for a society of independence. Upon
liberation of the areas, efforts for social reconstruction were
immediately instituted.36
The armed struggle continued to take control of Portuguese
territories by all means necessary until finally it~ had succeeded
in overthrowing the Portuguese government in September of 1974,
35Ibid.
36Urdang, Fighting Two Colonialisms: Women in Guiriea—Bissau,
p. 73.
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when Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde became independent territories
with the PAIGC representing its new governmental structure.
After independence had come to the new territories, the
foundations for a new society as well as for the state were being
instituted in the liberated zones. Not only was there the
struggle to end all types of exploitation, colonialism, and other
oppressive conditions, but because of Amilcar Cabral, the PAIGC
was to initiate the efforts towards ending the exploitation of
women. As mass participation was encouraged, the Party members
were trained to accept the participation of women in the
revolution beside the men. However, many men still maintained
their sexist and subordinating dispositions vis—a—vis of women.
This will be reflected in the proceeding chapters that concern
women in the national liberation movement.
CHAPTER IV
WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN THE LIBERATION MOVEMENT
The Role and Involvement of Women in Combat/Armed Struggle and
the Liberated Zones
The actual participation of women in fighting hand—to—hand
combat against the Portuguese troops existed on various
occasions, but when the PAIGC entered its phase of nationalist
armed struggle, the women were not encouraged to carry arms and
fight because this phase of the struggle was so intense and
dangerous that it was restricted to males, who usually had been
trained more thoroughly, to fight. Instead of carrying arms,
women supplied the guerrillas with food. They were also traifled
as nurses, teachers, and cadres to mobilize more women and other
villagers for the liberation movement. This portion of the
thesis will concentrate on women’s efforts in the struggle for
independence.
On January 20, 1968, Amilcar Cabral, the PAIGC leader, was
assassinated in Conakry. Because it was Cabral who had insisted
that liberation could not be won without the participation of
women in the movement, one could easily assume that women would
resume their subordinating status after his death, but, such was
not the case. Although a large majority of the males in the
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PAIGC did not fully accept Cabral’s philosophy, they were being
re—socialized day-by--day. Indeed, according to a Balante peasant
women, “The fight goes forward, never backward. A luta continua—
the struggle continues.”37
Initially, there were no women mobilizers. This was in
large part due to the fact that women’s freedom of movement was
limited as opposed to men who could easily depart Bissau and
become active within the PAIGC in Conakry.
Women had very little mobility because of tradition, and
were unlikely to separate themselves from the patterns set for
them by society.38
In 1960 when the first mobilizers went into the country—side
in Guinea—Bissau, they spoke about the need for women to
participate in the liberation struggle. At first, only a few
women attended the meetings which were held in the villages, but
those who did attend would return and encourage other women to
attend and slowly the attendance rose.
The women sought to achieve emancipation by waging an
Ongoing struggle for themselves. One of the first tasks which
the women took on in the armed struggle was closely related to
that of their traditional work — providing rice for guerrillas.
37Stephanie Urdang, “In the Liberated Zones,” Fighting Two
Colonjalisms: Women in Guinea—Bissau (New York and London:
Monthly Review Press, 1979), p. 81.
38Ibjd
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Not only were the women responsible for cooking the food, but
also they collected quotas of rice from all the families in their
respective villages, which they also transported to the camps and
the military bases.39
Once the women reached the guerrilla bases they were trained
to handle military weapons and then integrated with the militia.
Some of these women died in honor. Many fell on the soil of the
isle of Komo, the first liberated land of national territory,
where for 75 days, women alongside men, resisted a violent attack
by Portuguese colonialists who tried to reoccupy the island.40
When the guerrillas’ militia was instituted as a
reorganization phase of the national army, few women held armed
soldier roles, although many continued to serve in the local
defense units.
PAIGC’s impression through experience was that men were more
equipped for combat than women, possibly because males are
considered innately stronger than females. Towards the close of
the war, women were being trained to participate in combat with
39Ibid., p. 127.
40PAIGC Report on the Political—Socjo Economic Role of Women
in Guinea and Cape Verde Islands. Women in the Struggle for
Liberation (New York, New York: The World Student Christian
Federation, n.d.), p. 52.
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FA.RP (The People’s Revolutionary Armed Forces), but independence
came prior to this going into effect.41 Now that women were
actively a part of the struggle, they began to experience a
consciousness—raising whereby they despised the customs and
traditions which they have been socialized to accept. The
attainment of independence was the perfect opportunity for them
in conjunction with some of the male PAIGC members to fight for
the removal of these oppressive conditions. Portions of this
chapter discuss these efforts. Before going further an
examination of these customs is in order.
Social Reconstruction — Revaluing Oppressive Conditions and
Customs
Forced marriage, denial of women’s right to divorce, and
polygyny were three major oppressive customs that were practiced
widely in Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde.
Polygyny
Polygyny is the practice in which a man marries more than
one wife. This cultural/societal practice has existed in African
society from its inception, and as well was a major factor in the
subordinating status of women. Women were in most cases not
allowed the same opportunity to marry more than one man and in
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many instances, the wives were not treated equally. The man
sometimes had one wife in particular that he favored over all the
others. Needless to say the other wives were jealous. The
practice of polygyny also led to the rearing of many children.
Although the institution of polygyny was considered as a norm in
Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde, it was very unequitable for the
women. Polygyny was on one hand a means by which a man could
gain many workers for his land, On the other hand, many of the
wives had their own plots of land on which they produced their
food and whatever money they made from the harvest at the market
was their’s to keep.42
Cabral was the first to recognize this practice as
oppressive. With the women who also observed its debilitating
effects, the practice was openly discussed, and efforts were
established to begin the eradication of polygyny. Although the
vast majority of the older women in the society permitted and
tolerated this practice, the, younger and upcoming generations of
women did not see the value of maintaining this tradition. As it
were, they sought to raise the level of consciousness amongst the
older generations, so as to help them gain a status of equality
in their lives.
42Bell Hooks [Ms. Gloria Watkins], “Black Women and
Feminism,” Ain’t I A Woman — Black Women and Feminism (Boston,
Massachusetts: South End Press, l98l),p. 159.
50
Forced Marriage
Originally the institution of forced marriage begin at a
very early age for the female. Sometimes as early as 4 or 5
years of age, one became committed for marriage. The parents,
usually the father, chose whom the daughter would marry when she
was of age. The age requirement was at least 13 years or
whenever the bride price had been paid in full. The boy who was
chosen was responsible for a bride price — gifts that were given
to the girl’s parents by her husband—to—be from the time the
marriage was agreed upon. The man was entitled to reject his
wife for any reason he found her to be unsatisfactory —
lackadaisical, uncooperative or whatever he recognized as an
unfitting disposition. Once this occurred, she was returned to
her parents in disgrace where her father sometimes beat her and
she was without any recourse. In some instances, particularly at
the start of the struggle, many forced marriages were escaped
because the women took refuge with the struggle.43 The fact that
women were not allowed to have verbal input in their decision for
a mate suggests that women were mostly the oppressed victims.
The third custom or tradition — denial of divorce rights for
women — was interconnected to forced marriage, which was the
practice that inhibited women from being able to free themselves




Denial of Divorce Rights for Women
The practice of denying women the right to obtain or secure
a divorce, particularly from a forced marriage, was indeed a
tradition of the African society that was directed towards
keeping the female gender in a subordinating position. If the
marriage was by force, the woman was usually demanded to remain
in the marriage regardless of the effects and adjustments. Women
were often ostracized when they requested a divorce.
Combined, these three traditional customs represented an
oppressive phenomenon from which the women suffered in the
pre—independent society. These oppressive conditions, in
conjunction with the colonialist structure, were being fought
against by the women under the leadership of the Party. Given
the fact that these practices were by and large accepted as a way
of life, people, men in particular, were reluctant or simply
refused to see the need to change those customs during the war.
The women’s recognition of their oppression through the existence
of these customs, actually began to have an impact on the process
of development in the pre—independent society and also
post—independence as will be discussed further.
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The Black Feminist Theory’s Utilization of Feminist
Consciousness in the Context of Women in Pre—Independent
Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde
The Black Feminist Theory has been chosen to analyze the
existence of consciousness—raising in African women because the
context in which feminist consciousness is maintained reveals a
parallelism to the tredipation these women experienced. The
term feminist consciousness refers a to a radical or altered
change in consciousness/perceiving of oneself, of others, and of
social reality. The feminists’ ability to clarify and maintain
the recognition of altered situations is defined as
consciousness .45
The emergence of the Black Feminist Theory which was created
specifically to end sexist oppression, seek political solidarity
amongst women, eradicate violence, and pursue revolution through
a developmental struggle, dates back to Sojourner Truth who
delivered a fervent debate on the status of black slave womens’
right movement in Akron, Ohio in 1852. Sojourner herself, an
advocate of equal rights for black women, could certainly attest
to the oppressive and inferior position of women through her own
personal experiences of persecution, physical abuse and rape
which so many other black women slaves also endured. One must
question why or how a black woman was physically and mentally
45Mary Vetterling—Braggin, Frederick A. Elliston, and
Jane English, eds. “Towards a Phenomenology of Feminist
Consciousness,” Feminism and Philosophy (Totowa, New Jersey:
Rowman and Allanheld, Publishers and Co., 1977), p. 23.
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weaker than a male when this previous statement is taken into
consideration in addition to the fact that a large majority of
these women also plowed land in the fields and performed other
manual labor tasks as often as the black male.46
During the Nineteeth Century, more so than with any other
group of females in the European society, black women were most
conscious of the sexist oppression. Because of these women’s
victimization of sexist discrimination and sexist oppression,
black women began to establish their own organizations such as
the National Association of Colored Women formed in 1896 with
Mary Church Terrell as president and a dedicated and articulate
spokeswoman for uplifting the entire black race as well as for
changing the role of women in the society. Black women also
identified with other organizations such as the Colored Women’s
League, National Federation of Afro—American Women, and National
Association for Colored Women. There was such a focus on black
women because of the “apartheid” social structure which was
immensely prevalent in the United States during the nineteenth
century. This social condition parallels that of women in South
Africa.
Still again, in the development of this theory, one sees an
analogy between the theory itself and the plight of Third World
women in an address delivered to the World Congress of
46llooks, Ain’t I A Woman - Black Women and Feminism,
pp. 162—163.
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Representative Women by black suffragist Fannie Barrier Williams.
She expressed a view as to why black women were so committed to
the struggle of womens’ rights. Ms. Williams admitted that those
women who were united in political solidarity would inevitably
impact the American culture.47
This, ironically, is almost precisely what transpired in the
case of women in Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde — their position as
participants in the national liberation movement as well as their
fight for equal status in the society did impact the countries
and contributed to transformation processes which began in the
pre—independent stages. However, in the U.S., women’s
organizations concentrated their efforts on issues such as
poverty, care for the elderly and disabled, prostitution, and
eradicating the myth that black women were sexually immoral,
licentious, and wanton.48
Black women’s struggle for racial and sexual equality was
continued into the twentieth century. The system of racial
discrimination which was far more severe than sexual imperialism,
was being institutionalized. Their fight was to prevent the
lynching of black women and men by white racists mobs, to improve
• 47Ibid., p. 165.
pp. 171-173.
55
the conditions for the masses of black people who were
poverty—stricken, and to supply sufficient educational
opportunities. Black female activists appealed to the masses of
black women to not allow sexism to incapacitate them from
participating as much as black men in the struggle to liberate
black people. Simultaneous to this appeal was that of Amy
Jacques Gravey, wife of Marcus Garvey, who solicited the interest
of black women to concentrate their attention on black
nationalism in order to participate equally in the black
liberation struggle.49 It is apparent here at this phase in the
development of the Black Feminist Theory, that again this
circumstance is quite similar to the account of women’s
participation in the national liberation movement in
Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde. African women also fought to
eradicate racial oppression within the society and even more so
they placed much emphasis on educating women about society and
the culture in addition to their unfortunate economic position.
Indeed as Amy Garvey had done, the younger generation of women
and the first mobilizers constantly solicited the support of
other women villagers to become active with the liberation
struggle, not only for all African people, but also for their
freedom as women.
These parallels or analogies have been evident throughout
this synopsis of the emergence of the Black Feminist Theory which
49Ibid., p. 174.
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is one main purpose why this theory is being utilized. However,
from the 1930’s and the 1940’s which was the time of women’s
participation with the liberation struggle in the United States,
up through the present 1980’s, black women feminists have
continued to seek political solidarity, economic development,
eradication of sexism and racism, and national liberation for the
black society in the European society. These phenomena are
exactly what women in Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde emerged forces
for and continue to do to date.
Secondly, and perhaps most importantly, is the discussion of
feminist consciousness as it relates to women in the liberation
movement in Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde. Again, feminist
consciousness is a radical/altered change in one’s consciousness/
perception of self, of others, and social reality. For a
constructive political status to emerge, it is necessary to have
this “consciousness—raising” on the part of women. Once the
consciousness has occurred, there are particulars which help to
develop this raising of consciousness and specific conditions
which contributed to its emergence.SO
Women throughout the universe are sexually, racially,
politically, and economically oppressed, but feminist
consciousness is not universal.
50Ibid., p. 23.
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Although currently there has not been offered a
comprehensive examination of alternations/changes existing in the
American socioeconomic structure which created the emergence of
feminist consciousness, when the position/status of women within
the society is altered, new conceptions of self and society draw
conflict with more socialized ideas about the role of women,
their destiny, and their womanhood.Sl It is at this point of
conceptualizing feminist consciousness where its relationship to
women in Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde is made apparent. The
position of these women was altered within the society at the
start of colonialism and pre—independence with the existence of
polygyny, forced marriage, sole food provisioners, denial of
divorce rights, lack of participation in political/village
affairs, and overall sexual and cultural exploitation. It was
these phenomena which conflicted with and altered the liberation
and freedom which women innately possessed. It is these
alterations of women’s status in the pre—independent society
which developed a consciousness—raising of their womanhood, as
contributors of the society, men and children, and of their
position within the economy, the culture, and the society which
was inhibited partly by the liberation of the Party—PAIGC, but
also by the younger generation of women who recognized and sought
rebellion against the old and existing social order.
51-Braggin, Elliston and English, Feminism and Philosophy,
p. 24.
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One feature of consciousness and social reality, is the
consciousness of victimization where the apprehension of oneself
as a victim is the awareness of unjust treatment towards women in
an oppressive society of defined sex roles. The consciousness of
victimization actually permits women to acknowledge what social
reality is52 — that being a society that is male dominated and
controlled, placing men in all positions of authority and women
in subordinating positions. Such was the situation for women in
Guinea—Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands who were actually
victimized by the colonialist society as well as the traditional/
cultural structure. The victimization of these women within the
society relegated them to being mere sex and economic objects
just as it was for black women in the 1800’s and 1900’s during
slavery and immediately thereafter.
Just as there was great recompense for consciousness—raising
amongst women in the United States for economic, social, and
political justice, so also was this same raising of consciousness
imperative for the women in Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde. This
was essential in order to overcome their victimization in a
sexist, racist, and class society which prevented their
political, economic, cultural and social growth. Although
feminist consciousness is not widely prevalent or acknowledged in
pp. 25—26.
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the Third World, its overall concept has been and continues to be
utilized in the improvement and development of women in Eritrea,
Chile, Zimbabwe, Angola and other Third World countries where
women have endured oppressive and debilitating circumstances.
The following statement from “AM”, an anonymous woman
participant in the Paris/Latin American Women’s Group provides a
sense of the profound reasoning behind the creation of feminism
in the relation to society.
AM: For me, a woman who becomes politically conscious
of being a woman is a feminist. What feminism does is
to develop our consciousness of oppression and
exploitation into a collective phenomenon, capable of
transforming reality and is therefore revolutionary.53
The Position of Women in Educational, Political and Economic
Sectors
Particularly in the examination of the status of women in
educational and economic structures, statistical data found on
pages 65 and 66 are being offered to show the rate of education
between boys and girls, men and women, during and after
colonialism. The data will also refer to other African
53Miranda Davies, “Why An Autonomous Women’s Movement? —
Paris Latin American Women’s Group,” Third World — Second Sex:
Women’s Struggles and National Liberation (London, England: Zed
Press, 1983), p. 177.
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countries. With reference to the economic structure, a large
percentage of the statistical data directly refers to agriculture
and the overall development process. Some of the data, however,
compare the kind of work performed by men as compared to women.
In effect, general information about the continent of Africa is
mentioned throughout, without the emphasis in some instances on
women in Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde. The researcher sees the
usefulness of this generalization because it shows more
concretely the impact of women in the developmental process
throughout the continent. It is acknowledged, however, that some
of the statistical data are inaccurate, especially with regard to
women because in many instances, governmental services have
systematically underestimated the proper percentage of women
living and working in the Third World countries, through
purposeful manipulation of data tabulation or poor record
keeping. Such procedures were used mainly to have one’s research
techniques acknowledged.
Education
At the beginning of the war of national liberation, the
illiteracy rate was ninety—nine percent and the remaining one
percent had no more than the most elementary reading and writing
skills. it goes without saying that the need for education in
Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde was most imperative in developing a
new society. When the PAIGC initially began to establish new
schools, they were confronted with a major handicap not only
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because of the extremely high illiteracy rate, but facilities
which the Portuguese had originally supplied were restricted to a
few primary schools and one secondary school which was actually
for the children of the assimulados* who could afford expensive
school fees. Girls did not need to obtain an education since
they were soon to be married in order to procreate. When girls
were eventually permitted to secure an education, the one problem
which emerged was that girls were starting school at an older age
than boys because they had previously worked at home with their
mothers. However, in spite of this, girls were allowed to go to
school and thus acquire a quality education in order to be
sufficient women and productive in the new society.54
In addition Party statistics for 1971—72 which constituted
the pre—independent society, indicates that one-third of the
students in the north were girls. Party statistics for the
country as a whole, from 1965 to 1972, gives the breakdown over
those years which is the first set of data found on page ~
This reveals that the phase of pre—independence was one in
which female educational attainment was most effective and least
effective.
*S4Ibid P. 171. (The assimilados were a small group of
Africans who had been trained as Portuguese and learned early to
defame their own culture and accept that they were without a
history.)
55Lars Rudebeck, Guinea-Bjssau: A Study of Political
Mobilization (Uppsala: Scandinavian Institute of African
Studies, 1974), pp. 205—206.
1965—66 1966—67 1967—68 1968—69 1969—70 1970—71 1971—72
Students 13,361 14,368 9,384 8,130 8,559 8,574 14,531
Male 9,821 10,865 6,737 5,907 6,232 6,419 10,898
Female 3,540 3,521 2,674 2,223 2,327 2,155 3,633
% Female 26 24 27 27 25 25
SOURCE: Lars Rudebeck Guinea-Bissau: A Study of Political Mobilization
(Uppsala: Scandinavian Institute of African Studies, 1974), p. 2.
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Despite the PAIGC’s consciousness of the educational problem
in relation to girls and its efforts to change the attitudes
which impeded progress in this direction, the percentage of girls
in school remained somewhat low. The Pilot School in Conakry was
the most proficient in terms of girls enrollment where girls were
one—third in attendance of the one hundred and twenty students
who went to this secondary school in 1974. The classes were
divided equally between girls and boys and in isolating the sixth
and highest grade however, there were fourteen boys and only
three girls. Every phase of the school program — all classes,
including sewing and gynmastics, was performed by both boys and
girls. The main purpose in structuring and conducting the PAIGC
schools in this fashion was to make the children more conscious
of the traditional sex—defined roles in the society and begin
“step by step” towards transforming this mentality which had been
in existence for many years. The practical experience which they
gained at the institutions each day helped them as future Party
cadres, to understand the realities of the society and combined
that conceptualization with a broad political perception.56
Within the last thirty years, the situation has changed
markedly for females in reference to primary education such that
initially they were not allowed to go to school. The following
data which are being shown according to UNESCO, allows for corn
56urdang, Fighting Two Colonialisms: Women in Guinea-Bissau,
pp. 175—183.
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parison between the number of boys and girls getting an educa
tion, but more importantly, help to decipher women’s growth in
education. Two tables are being examined here of which the first
supplies the percentage growth rate for girls, boys, and children
in primary enrollment. Table Two indicates the results in the
difference of the growth rate for girls and boys in primary.
education .57
Table 1 on pages 65 and 66 indicate that post—independence
growth rates were higher than pre—independence because of
previous colonial neglect. During the 1950’s several colonial
administrations sought to provide skilled Africans who could meet
the demands of reformers or be equipped for independence,
occurring from 1950 to 1960 and was therefore irregular of
colonial rule.58
In Table 2, one observes that the overall ratio of children
in attendance at school is almost non—existent prior to
independence. There was a high percentage of females who were
still not literate by 1970, only four years prior to independence
in Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde. It follows that there was still
a severe need to continue educational campaigns that were
57Gideon S. Were,’ “A Growing Dilemma: Women and Change in
African Primary Enrollment, 1950—1980,” by Claire Robertson,
Women and Development in Africa (Nairobi, Kenya: Gideon S. Were
Press, 1985), p. 18.
58Ibid
TABLE 1
PRIMARY ENROLLMENT GROWTH RATES, 1950-1980
Pre—independencePercentage of Annual Growth, 1950-80
Country Total Female Male Ratio F/M Total Female Male Ratio/FM
Algeria 7.7 8.5 7.2 119 8.8 10.9 7.6 143
Angola i i i i 19.3 18.1 20.1 90
Benin 8.3 8.8 8.1 108 9.9 9.5 10.1 94
Botswana 8.1 7.6 8.8 86 9.5 8.7 10.9 80
Burkina Faso 9.4 11 8.7 126 15.3 17.5 14.6 120
Burundi 2.3 4.8 1.1 413 i i i i
Cameroon 6.7 10.9 5.1 213 8.3 17.3 .6 289
Central African Republic 8.8 12.9 7.7 168 13.3 18.6 12.3 151
Chad 11.7 17.5 10.8 162 25.4 33.2 24.7 134
Congo 7.8 12.1 6.1 199 11.1 20.5 8.3 248
Egypt 4•3 4.7 4.1 114 n.a n.a n.a n.a
Ethiopia 11.3 14.6 10.3 14.2 n.a. n.a n.a n.a.
Gabon 6.8 9.7 5.3 182 10.4 16.6 7.9 210
Gambia 8.5 12.5 7.4 167 7.8 14.6 6.2 236
Ghana 5.3 7.4 4.3 170 13.3 17.5 11.7 149
Guinea 9.2 12.4 8.3 149 13.1 22.6 11.2 202
Guinea-l3issau 10.5 11.8 9.9 118 10.3 13.5 9 149
Ivory Coast 11.9 15.1 10.8 140 22.2 27.5 20.8 132
Kenya 8 10 6.9 146 7.9 9.7 7.1 136
Lesotho 3.3 2.9 4.1 71 4.4 3.8 5.3 71
Liberia 6.9 9.3 6 155 n.a n.a n.a n.a
Libya 10.3 15.7 8.4 188 i i i i
Madagascar 6.5 7.3 5.9 124 6.7 7.9 5.8 138
Malawi 4.4 4.8 4.2 114 2.6 2.3 2.8 85
Mali 8.5 10.8 7.7 141 9.9 14.2 8.6 165
Mauritania 13 19.9 11.7 170 17.2 30.8 15.6 197
Morocco 7.4 8.5 6.8 124 11.2 16.5 9 183
Mozambique 7.3 8.1 8.3 152 8.8 9.5 8.4 113
TABLE 1 - Continued
Percentage of Annual Growth, 1950—80 Pre—Independence
Country Total Female Male Ratio F/M Total Female Male Ratio/FM
SOURCE: Jeanne S. Newman, Women of the World: Sub-Saharan Africa (Washington, D.C.:
Bureau of the Census and the Center for International Research, August, 1984)
Niger 12.2 15.1 11.1 136 16.1 22.5 14.3 157
Nigeria 9.7 12.7 8.3 152 11.6 17.6 9.3 190
Rwanda 6.6 9.4 5.1 182 9.7 13.6 8.4 161
Senegal 8.1 11.7 6.8 171 10.8 19.9 8.2 242
Sierra Leone 6.5 7.6 5.9 129 9.6 11.3 8.8 129
Somali 13.8 18.5 12.5 148 15.4 23.1 14 165
South Africa 4.1 4 4.3 93 n.a n.a n.a n.a
Sudan 9.2 12.3 8 154 i i i i
Swaziland 7 6.8 7.3 9.4 8.5 7.8 9.3 84
Tanzania 9.9 11.8 8.8 134 8.7 10.5 8 132
Togo 8.7 11.3 7.8 145 9.6 13.9 8.4 167
Tunisia 6.5 8.1 5.7 142 9 11.3 8.1 140
Uganda 5.8 7.5 5 152 9 11.3 8.1 139
Zaire 4.9 9.3 4.4 211 i i i
Zambia 6.2 7.5 5.4 138 5.9 7.9 4.7 168
Zimbabwe 6.8 7.2 6.5 111 6.8 7.2 6.5 111
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directed at increasing education for women. It is important also
to add, that although Guinea received its independence sixteen
years prior to Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde and was in fact used
as a training base for PAIGC militants, its educational system
was apparently less effective than that of Guinea—Bissau and they
even had a higher rate of illiterate women twelve years after
independence had been won.
There are several factors which account for the improvement
in the provision of girls’ education. Several sources refer to
urbanization as a reason for educating women; however with the
vast differences between urban and rural female enrollment. As
an example, Mbilinyi (1969:13) found in 1968 that the percentage
of boys to girls in rural Tanzanian primary schools was 177 and
in urban areas 122.59 The need for female rural labor, mileage
to schools, poor quality of schooling, seclusion of girls at
puberty, and disapproval of coeducational classes were named by
Jones (1982:36) as reasons for rural Tunisian parents forbidding
girls to attend schools. No correlation existed between the per
centage of the population that was female in 1980 and the growth
rate of girls’ or boys’ education which was a factor instituted
in determining whether or not insufficient health conditions for
59M. Mbilinyi, The Education of Girls in Tanzania (Dar es
Salaam: University College Institute of Education, 1969), p. 22.
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TABLE 2
PERCENTAGE OF AFRICAN CHILDREN IN ALL TYPES OF SCHOOL,
PERCENTAGE OF ILLITERATE POPULATION THAT IS FEMALE
Percentage Female Percentage
of Children of Illiterate
in School Population
Total
Country 1950* 1980** Girls Boys 1970
Algeria 14 65 54 75 61.6
Angola 2 36 26 45 x
Benin 8 40 25 55 57.7
Botswana 18 73 79 66 57.9
Burkina Faso 2 11 8 14 52.7
Burundi 9 14 11 17 59.2
Cameroon 20 62 54 69 63.4
Central African Republic 6 41 28 55 62.5
Chad 1 19 10 29 58.6
Congo 20 x x x 65.1
Egypt 25 64 51 77 61.9
Ethiopia 3 28 20 37 53.4
Gabon 18 x x x 59.2
Gambia 5 32 22 42 53.2
Ghana 15 53 44 41 59.9
Guinea 3 26 16 35 57.8
Guinea—Bissau 3 60 37 83 56.6
Ivory Coast 6 48 36 61 58.4
Kenya 21 73 68 78 62.7
Lesotho 49 71 85 58 34.6
Liberia 10 46 33 58 58.2
Libya 11 x x x 65.2
Madagascar 19 54 50 58 x
Malawi 38 44 36 52 60.6
Mali 3 19 13 25 54
Mauritania 1 23 15 31 x
Morocco 11 48 36 59 58.3
Mozambique 12 47 39 55 58.7
Niger 1 14 10 18 53.1
Nigeria 14 59 x x 60.8
Rwanda 9 45 43 48 61.9
Senegal 6 28 21 34 56.9
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TABLE 2 - Continued
Country 1950* 1980** Girls Boys 1970
Sierra Leone 6 26 20 32 54.3
Somali 1 28 20 36 52.8
South Africa 49 73 73 73 52
Sudan 5 36 29 42 57
Swaziland 27 82 81 83 x
Tanzania 9 61 56 66 63.1
Toga 14 76 53 99 58.2
Tunisia 19 64 53 75 62.4
Uganda 16 32 26 37 64.4
Zaire 29 60 47 72 69.3
Zambia 34 67 61 73 63.9
Zimbabwe 43 71 69 74 58.9
* Or latest date available.
** Or earliest date available.
Source: Gideon S. Were, ed., “A Growing Dilemma: Women and
Change in African Primary Enrollment, 1950—1980,” by
Claire Robertson, Women and Development in Africa
(Nairobi, Kenya: Gideon S. Were Press, 1985), p. 18.
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TABLE 3
PRIMARY SCHOOL REPEATER AND RETENTION RATES, 1970-1980
Percentage Percentage
Girls Repeating Percentage Girls Repeating Percentage
a Grade Both Sexes Final Year Boys
11 12 67.8 75.7
22 20 53.3 57
x 3 79.3 76
18 17 55.4 53
28 29 12.8 13
29 29 46.5 52
32 30 28.6 44.9
36 38 22.2 36.9
25 26 57.3 61.8
9 8 x x
34 35 33.9 42.2
13 13 x x
2 2 x x
x 22 x x
36 33 x x
19 19 45.9 63.9
x 6 68.5 76.8
16 16 45.5 32.2
12 11 x x
14 15 82.1 90.5
24 24 20.1 20.7
17 17 26.9 45.9
28 27 42.7 48.8
17 14 52.5 53.6
28 30 63 57.9
13 12 49.7 55.3
6 6 33 37.1
16 16 63.1 72.3
x 2 x x
10 11 64.4 59.3
0 0 49.3 65.6
32 31 52.8 66.9
19 21 33.7 48.1
x 10 x x
21 20 28.1 42.4
1 1 64.3 84.8
SOURCE: Gideon S. Were, ed., “Women and Change in
African Primary Education, 1950—1980,” by Claire Robertson,
Women and Change in Africa (Nairobi, Kenya: Gideon S. Were
Press, 1985), p.24.
71
women, including genital mutilation of females, impacted growth
rates for girls’ education.60
Another important factor is the wastage and retention rates
in primary schools. Several studies cite a higher dropout rate
for girls than for boys in several African countries. Table 3
provides the number of female class repeaters, the total
percentage of repeaters, and the number of girls and boys who
begin and finish primary school.61
According to Table 3, girls usually drop out rather than
repeat as compared to boys who seldom repeat. There are several
causes which attempt to identify the causes of these higher rates
amongst girls. Deble’ (1980:65—93) cites dropout rates for girls
in primary and secondary schools in Africa during the mid 1970’s.
She suggests: early marriage, insufficient secondary places for
middle schools leavers, coeducation, cost of education, low
quality of girls’ schools, and the irrelevance of formal
education to economic needs.62
The last factor in reference to educational characteristics
is the impact of coeducation or single—sex training on growth
60M. T. Jones, “Educating Girls in Tunisia: Issues
Generated by the Drive for Universal Enrollment,” Women’s
Education, Kelly and Elliott, eds., pp. 31—50.
61Were, Women and Development in Africa, p. 25.
pp. 24—25.
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rates. There is, in fact, a close relationship between
coeducation and religion when researching the growth rate.
Countries which are dominant in the Christian faith prefer
single—sex systems. The Western—oriented formal education which
was instituted by missionaries who preferred segregating the
sexes, usually had the more prestigious secondary schools that
were often boys’ schools. Statistical data, for
post—independence will be compared in Chapter 5. They will
include the Muslim religion in order to explain whether or not
religion is very significant in the growth of girls’ education.
An overall assessment of the countries in relationship to
education will also be provided.
Political Sector
With reference to equal decision—making powers in the
village/society, women had little input, particularly when it
influenced men’s concerns and interests; however, they did have
some weight in terms of women’s affairs. The final decisions
which impacted the entire society, were made by the chiefs or
councils of the elders, according to the societal structure of
the specific ethnic group. These positions were only for men.63
The PAIGC also recognized and confronted this fact in its
documents which state, “In spite of the importance of women in
the life of African peoples, it is only rarely that they take an
63Urdang, Fighting Two Colonialisms: Women in Guinea—Bissau,
p. 107.
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active part in political affairs. In our country, women have
almost always been kept out of political affairs, of decisions
concerning the life which they nonetheless support, thanks to
their anonymous daily work.”64 In the Party’s recognition that
women were evidently excluded from the overall decision—making
powers, they took an initial step to stipulate that at least two
women be chosen to the five-member village council. These
councils were instituted shortly after the liberation of an area
which they carried out local party work: it was responsible for
the day—to—day organization of the village maintenance, and gave
assistance to the war. The establishment of this new practice
was made possible because of the women who provided rice for the
guerrillas and other food responsibilities within the village.
Not surprisingly, this performance was considered as an extension
of their everyday work. However, because women were
participating in the struggle in this manner, they were
integrated into decision—making positions, thereby increasing the
status of their work as women.65
With this existence on the councils, they were active with
all discussions and decision—making which allowed them an
opportunity to develop their self—confidence and leadership
skills. This newly—claimed political authority was a means by
which men could begin to accept women legitimacy in equally
64PAIGC, Women in the Struggle For Liberation, p. 52.
pp. 126—128.
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political roles. As time progressed, some councils elected women
to serve as president and vice—president. The PAIGC’s insistence
on having two women in the decision—making bodies was in relation
to sectorial and regional councils when selected later in the
war. As well, women became members of the People’s National
Assembly in spite of their very small representation. One out of
the three members of the justice court system were women as there
were several women judges in the south front and amongst the
Muslims in the east.66
Economic Sector
In Guinea—Bissau, the women’s labor serves as the economy’s
foundation. Women supply the overall agricultural work force
within a society where agriculture is a necessity for the
economy’s survival. Before independence Guinea and Cape Verde
suffered heavily from underdevelopment which constituted a lack
of viable farming equipment, unhealthy and insufficient water
supplies, and lack of cash crops available for women. Africa
and sub—Saharan Africa in particular, have always relied on the
labor of women to feed the population, yet, as will be discussed
in Chapter 5, women have not been allowed to enjoy the benefits
of modern technology in agriculture. However, this discussion
restricted itself to an analysis of women participating in the
agricultural sector prior to September, 1974, which is when
Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde became independent territorties.
pp. 128—129.
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Because the researcher has hypothesized that women’s
participation in the liberation movement as well as their
consciousness—raising contributed to a transformation in the
economy, it is necessary to show a comparison with their
involvement in the economy before and after independence.
CHAPTER V
POST INDEPENDENCE/TRANSITIONAL PERIOD: WOMEN’S
PARTICIPATION IN THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS
Dora Tamana
You who have no work, speak.
You who have no homes, speak.
You who have no schools, speak.
You who have to run like chickens from the vulture, speak.
Let us share our problems so that we can solve them together.
We must free ourselves.
Men and women must share housework.
Men and women must work together in the homes and out in the
world.
There are no creches and nursery schools for our children.
There are no homes for the aged.
There is no—one to care for the sick.
Women must unite to fight for these rights.
I opened the road for you.
You must go forward.67
Dora Tamana
Women’s Continued Participation in the PAIGC
On September 10, 1974, when independence was at last claimed
in Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde, this victory was only the
beginning of restructuring and transforming an old society into a
new society. Because of the degree of the women’s oppression,
they were more cognizant of the long road ahead more so than any
other segment of people in the society. The women realized that
67Dora Tamana, “Dora Tamana,” Third World-Second Sex: Women’s




they had to continue to unite in a steadfast fashion in order to
have possession of their share of the societal, cultural, and
economic wealth. However, their commitment was not only to their
massive emancipation, they were equally striving for the
development of the children, youth, elderly and the men. In many
ways they silently rejoiced in their new consciousness, however,
they remembered the one man — Amilcar Cabral - who was
responsible for openly disclosing the oppressive conditions and
customs which the women had dealt with for so many years. They
knew that Cabral’s humility and boldness gained positive and
negative reactions but more importantly he set the tone for
revolutionizing the mentalities of the men and women who were
advocates of these oppressive traditionalist attitudes and
practices.
However, in the women’s acknowledgement of all these
thoughts and realities, they were zealous and anxious to carry
out the many tasks involved in the developmental process. Yet
this chapter will reveal that despite the many changes that have
taken place during this transitional era, all is not well for
women. Indeed, after more than a decade of independence, the
attitudes of men towards women and the tasks which women
performed traditionally have not totally been eradicated. But a
guinean phrase which the women were fond of using admits that
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“step by step” the oppression will be transformed.68 With the
establishment of new schools, hospitals, and the overall
rebuilding of village communities, women worked even harder as
teachers to open the minds of the children and youth to the
status of women in their society. Women held numerous positions
as nurses, medical assistants, and heads of hospital staff in
addition to their involvement with child care facilities that
were needed for working mothers.
There was, however, an ever-present shortage of women cadres
who held positions in the PAIGC after independence, yet because
men are now more concerned about the women’s status as compared
to pre—independence, women are emerging as leaders and many
husbands are beginning to accept the changing roles of their
wives.
Efforts Aimed at Raising the Consciousness of African Women in
Balancing Economic Status, Education, and Societal Reform
Women in the Agricultural Sector
The discussion and analysis of Third World women in the
economic, agricultural and educational sectors will refer at this
point to the sub—Saharan African region as a whole so as to point
a broader picture of the situation. However, beyond this
generalization, Cape Verde and Guinea-Bissau will be singled out
and highlighted in this section. The five sub-Saharan regions of
68Stephanie Urdang, Fighting Two Colonialisms: Women in
Guinea—Bissau, (New York and London: Monthly Review Press,
1979), p. 17.
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Africa as outlined by the USAID include the following: Saheal
West Africa, Coastal West Africa, Central Africa, Eastern and
Southern Africa of which Cape Verde is found in Sahel West
Africa and Guinea—Bissau is in Coastal West Africa.69
For women who reside in the sub—Saharan region of Africa,
their predominant role is agricultural production. Ester Boserup
in her pioneering book Woman’s Role in Economic Development
studied and documented the position of women in the village
economy. A large percentage of this work, however, was conducted
during the 1950’s and 1960’s. It mostly depicts the pre—
independent societies. These findings suggested that women not
only performed the bulk of the work in agriculture in the village
communities, but also spent approximately 70 percent of their
time doing so.7°
Although men are involved in such tasks as clearing the land
and preparing yam mounds, the women must perform many more tasks
such as planting, weeding, and harvesting which are done year
round. In addition, they spend several hours per day hauling
fuel and water for home use as well as for use in processing
69Jeanne S. Newman, Women of the World: Sub-Saharan Africa
(Washington, D.C.: Bureau of the Census and The Center for
International Research, August, 1984), p. 81.
70Ester Boserup, ‘The Predominance of Female Labour in Food
Production,’ “Women and Agriculture in Sub—Saharan Africa:
Implications for Development (An Exploratory Study),” Woman’s
Role in Economic Development (New York: St. Martin’s, 1970,
p. 30.
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foods like pounding yams, scraping cassava, cooking and
housekeeping ~7l
Particularly in West Africa, which is not bombarded by
competition from Asian traders as it is the case in East Africa,
women control the markets and in many cases the women travel for
long distances in order to participate in trade.72
The following tables and figures show the percentage of
women active in the agricultural force from 1960—1976. It must
be noted for Cape Verde the dates only cover the period prior to
independence. This is due to the fact that in 1984 this was the
only available data and none could be found in Guinea-Bissau. It
is important here also to state that agricultural work is
conducted seasonally as well as part time, and that there is a
lack of substantial data on female agricultural workers. This
explains the unreliability of these statistics which tend to
underestimate the women population in agriculture. Table 4 on
page 82 shows the Percentage of the Labor Force in Agriculture by
Sex. Figure 1 on page 83 shows the Female/Male Ratio in
71Ibid.
72Margarita Dobert and Nwanganga Shields, “Africa’s Women:
Security in Challenge in Change,” 30 Vols., Africa Report (New
York: Africana Publishing Corporation, 1972), Vol. 17, No. 7,
pp. 18—19.
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Agriculture. These two sets of tabulations show higher rates of
women as a labor force in agriculture in Coastal, Central, and
Eastern Africa throughout a sixteen year span (1960—1976) and
1968—1976, respectively.73
Shortly after independence in Guinea—Bissau, it was a common
sight to see the women in villages sweeping the ground to clear
the leaves, preparing palm kernels for palm oil by boiling them,
pounding and shifting, as well as roasting large mounds of cashew
nuts which required hours of collecting, and afterwards, removing
the cashews from the fireplace and sitting in front of the mound
to shuck the hard shells.74 For many women this was a fairly
domestic and agricultural task which had also been performed
prior to colonialism.
But because previous studies were conducted by men of
Western orientation, the true percentage of women active in
agricultural labor force has been grossly underestimated. Yet,
since the 1970’s many governments have begun to recognize the
preeminent position of agriculture in the national economy and
have introduced policies and programs which are geared towards
improving this economic sector. But all is not well with this
situation because men are given a top priority in these new
73Jeanne S. Newman, Women of the World: Sub—Saharan Africa
(Washington, D.C.: Bureau of the Census and the Center for
International Research, August, 1984), p. 103.
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SOURCE: Jeanne S. Newman, Women of the World:
Africa (Washington, D.C.: Bureau of Census and the Center for
International Research, August, 1984), P. 104.
Cape Verde 1960 40 19 69 0.2.8
Mali 1976 93 91 93 0.98
Niger 1960 97 98 97 1.01
Senegal 1970—71 73 (NA) (NA) (NA)
COASTAL WEST AFRICA
Benin 1961 53 21 80 0.26
Ghana 1980 57 54 60 0.90
Guinea 1954—55 87 (NA) (NA) (NA)
Ivory Coast 1975 70 81 65 1.25
Liberia 1974 73 88 68 1.29
Nigeria 1966—67 72 (NA) (NA) (NA)
Sierra Leone 1973 63 61 64 0.95
Ethiopia 1968—71 95 90 97 0.93
Madagascar 1966 88 91 85 1.07
Mauritius 1972 34 39 33 1.18
Seychelles 1977 17 15 19 0.79
Sudan 1973 71 (NA) (NA) (NA)
Tanzania 1967 92 98 86 1.14
Sub—Saharan
Fig. 1. Percentage of female/male labor force in agriculture
f/rn ration (male = 1.0)
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development tools and programs. This leaves women without proper
training and it is in fact the women who most definitely need
this assistance. More importantly, women are the majority in the
African agricultural sector. The economy could probably cease to
be viable if women were to discontinue their active participation
in agriculture, but because it is a way of life and survival for
women, it is doubtful that this would ever occur.
It is quite interesting to note that even though women are
major providers in the agricultural sector which includes food
production and commerce, because of the traditional division of
labor in agriculture, a large percentage of the projects used for
developmental purposes have, contrary to belief, generated
increased amounts of work for women instead of decreasing the
workload. Two examples involve the development of expanded
acreage which for the women means more weeding and in the second
example additional livestock necessitates more water being
carried by women which is most probably a further burden if
extensive mileage is involved.75
Impact of Illiteracy/Education
As is discussed in Chapter 4, women were finally beginning
to emerge as cadres on the educational arena during the
liberation movement which was not the case prior to its
emergence. The women’s participation in the education sector was
partly initiated by Amilcar Cabral who first recognized the need
75Newman, Women of the World: Sub—Saharan Africa, p. 1.
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women. The literacy rates for females in the sub—Saharan region
which includes Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde, are consideredably
lower than those of males. According to the 1982 UNESCO
Statistical Yearbook, there are only 12 sub—Saharan African
countries of which 30 percent or more of the women age fifteen
and over, are literate; however, as for men, not more than 30
percent are illiterate except for thirteen countries. This
information on the WID (Women in Development)77 Data Base is not
very appealing on the surface, but if one takes into
consideration the fact that prior to 1954 when Amilcar Cabral
began to develop the PAIGC, women were totally denied education
and the illiteracy rate was 99 percent in Guinea—Bissau and Cape
Verde, these statistics provide measures of great improvement for
the population.
The following tables (5 and 6) and figures (2 and 3) in
reference to literacy ratios by sex include Cape Verde.
In reference to Cape Verde, the figures and tables show that
in 1960 in the total population age 19 years and over, that the
percent of literacy among females was 18.7 percent and males was
42.4 percent. This shows that in pre—independence days men
exceeded women by 23.7 percent. When looking at the percent
literate among females and males according to age groups, the
table reveals that for Cape Verde in 1960, the group more




PERCENTAGE LITERATE AMONG TOTAL POPULATION 10 YEARS AND
OVER, BY SEX, AND FEMALE/MALE RATIO OF PERCENTAGE LITERATE
Percent Literate
Region and Country Year Total Women Men
SAHEL WEST AFRICA
Cape Verde 1960 29.3 18.7 42.4
Chad 1964 5.6 5.6 0.6
Mali 1960—61 2.9 1 4.9
Maurjtania** 1977 17.4 (NA) (NA)
Niger 1977 9.5 4.6 14.6
Upper Volta 1975 10 4.4 15.7
COASTAL WEST AFRICA
Benin* 1961 4.6 1.8 7.7
Ghana* 1971 30.2 18.4 43.1
Ivory Coast l975~ 22.7 14.6 29.9
Liberia 1974 21 12.2 0.41
Nigeria 1971—73 37.7 (NA) (NA)
Sierra Leone 1963 9.8 5.1 14.7
Togo** 1970 19.1 9.1 30.9
CENTRAL AFRICA
Burundi* 1970—71 25 19 32
Cameroon 1976 43.6 33.1 54.8
Rwanda 1970 23 14 33
Zaire 1955—57 15.4 2.8 29.2
EASTERN AFRICA
Ethiopia 1970 4.2 0.2 8.3
Maurjtius** 1962 61.9 53.5 70.2
Seychelles* 1960 45.9 49.2 42.3
Sudan 1973 31.3 17.9 44.7
Tanzania 1967 31.5 18.8 45
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TABLE 5 - Continued
Percent Literate
Region and Country Year Total Women Men
SOUTHERN AFRICA
Botswana 1964 34.5 37.5 30.8
Lesotho 1966 56.3 67 0.5
Mozambique 1970 14.2 8.8 19.7
Zambia 1969 53.4 41.9 65.4
~ Refers to ages 15 years and over.
~ Refers to ages 6 years and over.
~ Refers to ages 12 years and over.
~ Refers to ages 5 years and over.
SOURCE: Jeanne S. Newman, Women of the World: Sub—Saharan
Africa (Washington, D.C.: Bureau of Census and the Center for
International Research, August, 1984), P. 67.
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TABLE 6
PERCENTAGE LITERATE AMONG MEN AND WOMEN, BY AGE
Female
10 to 14 15 to 24 25 to 34 35




























1960 28.8 24.4 17.4
1960—61 4.7 1.5 0.5**
1975 11 6.7 2.6
1961 (NA) 3.9 1.5 0.6
1971 (NA) 39.6 14.3 5.0
1975 40 21.5 5.5 2.3
1974 24 19.4 6.9 4.7
1963 13.4 4.6 3.1 4.1
1970 31.8**** 16.8 5.5 2.1
1976 71.1 56.1 24.2 7.3
1970 1.8 0.4 0.1 0.1
1962 62 65.5 49.5 38.0
1960 (NA) 60.4 52.5 40.3
1973 44.9 27.5 9.8 4.0
1967 42.5 29.4 13.9 4.9
1964 49.7 52.5 39.8 21.1
1966 63.9 89.1 81.3 49.7
1970 20.9 11.7 6.1 4.3
1969 75.6 60.3 33.2 13.7
* Refers to age 15 to 19 years.
** Refers to age 20 to 39 years.
~ Refers to age 40 years and over.
~ Refers to ages 12 to 14 years
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TABLE 6 - Continued
Male
10 to 14 15 to 24 25 to 34 35
Region and Country Year Years Years Years Years
SAHEL WEST AFRICA
SOURCE: Jeanne S. Newman, Wome.n of the World: Sub—Saharan
Africa (Washington, D.C.: Bureau of Census and the Center for
International Research, August, 1984), P. 70.
Cape Verde 1960 41.4 45.9 39.5 42.6
Mali 1960—61 9.7 5.5 4.6** 2.7***
Upper Volta 1975 20.7 22.3 15.1 8.9
COASTAL WEST AFRICA
Benjn 1961 (NA) 14.5 7.1 4.8
Ghana 1971 (NA) 68.6 46.6 22.7
Ivory Coast 1975 60.4 43.7 21.8 10.1
Liberia 1974 32.7 51.7 30.7 14.2
Sierra Leone 1963 24.2 22.1 14 9.6
Togo 1970 65.5**** 48.4 28 14.1
CENTRAL AFRICA
Cameroon 1976 78.5 76.1 56.7 29.2
EASTERN AFRICA
Ethiopia 1970 11.9 11.4 8.7 6.3
Mauritius 1962 67.2 80.1 70.1 65.3
Seychelles 1960 (NA) 48.8 48.5 35.5
Sudan 1973 64.9 55.2 41.8 30.6
Tanzania 1967 56.3 60.3 49.3 29.4
SOUTHERN AFRICA
Botswana 1964 32.7 39.3 33.9 23.6
Lesotho 1966 30.2 53.4 49.7 36.8
Mozambique 1970 24.9 20 12.4 12.4
Zambia 1969 79.4 82.5 70.3 43.9
~ Refers to age 15 to 19 years.
~ Refers to age 20 to 39 years.
~ Refers to age 40 years and over.






Fig. 2. Percentage literate among women and men 10 years
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Fig. 3. Percentage Literate for Women and
Men by age
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literate age among the females was ten to fourteen years, and the
least literate was 35 years and over. The figures were
respectively 28.8 percent and 14.0 percent, showing a difference
of 14.8 percent. With the men the more literate age group was 15
to 24 years which is a difference of 6.4 percent and indeed
greatly smaller than the overall difference of women which is
23.7 percent. Once again, one can conclude that men still had
greater access to education than women in spite of literacy
campaigns which had been instituted for women before and after
independence. Additionally, comparison amongst the age groups
indicates substantial progress in literacy since independence
which reveals major investments in the educational sector started
by governments in the sub—Saharan African countries.78
Because of this increase, however small it may appear, the
researcher is led to the conclusion that progress was indeed made
by women in the post—independence period with regard to literacy.
Although this progress did in some countries involve governmental
awareness, the PAIGC was determined in its efforts to further the
education of women in Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde despite the
traditionalist attitudes of some people. Here again the table on
Primary Enrollment Growth Rates from 1950—1980 is useful in
discussing the educational attainment of women. One cannot over




PRIMARY ENROLLMENT GROWTH RATES, 1950-1980
Country* Post-Independence
Total Female Male Ratio/FM
Algeria 5.7 6.4 5.2 122
Angola i i i .1
Benin 7.5 8.4 7.1 118
Botswana 8.1 8.6 7.7 111
Burkina Faso 6.6 7.9 5.9 133
Burundj 0.5 2.5 0.4 —565
Cameroon 59 7.9 .47 168
Central African Republic 6.7 10.2 5.5 186
Chad 5.5 10.3 4.5 232
Congo 6.3 8.1 5 162
Egypt 4.3 4.7 4.1 114
Ethiopia 11.3 14.6 0.3 142
Gabon 5.1 6.5 4.1 158
Gambia 9.3 10.4 8.7 119
Ghana 3.4 4.9 2.5 199
Guinea 5 6.3 4.5 139
Guinea—Bjssau 7.3 6.6 7.6 87
Ivory Coast 7.2 9.4 6.1 152
Kenya 9 10.8 7.8 138
Lesotho 2.5 2.4 2.8 85
Liberia 6.9 9.3 6 155
Libya 9.3 13.8 7.4 188
Madagascar 6.3 6.8 5.9 114
Malawi 6.1 6.5 5.9 110
Mali 7.8 9.2 7.2 128
Mauritania 11 14.8 9.7 152
~Morocco 5.1 6.6 4.4 149
Mozambique 0.3 1.3 -0.3 -389
Niger 10.2 11.6 9.6 121
Nigeria 8.4 9.5 7.7 123
* Countries with insufficient data ornmitted.
** Although mathematics dictates that this has a negative sign, a
glance at the numbers involved indicates that a positive sign
here is a more representative of the disproportionate increase
for females.
Source: Gideon S. Were, ed., “A Growing Dilemma: Women and
Change in African Primary Education, 1950—1980,” by Claire
Robertson, Women and Development in Africa (Nairobi, Kenya:
Gideon S. Were Press, 1985), p. 19.
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TABLE 1 - Continued
Country* Post—Independence
Total Female Male Ratio/FM
Rwanda 4.6 6.2 3.4 185
Senegal 6.7 7.7 6.1 126
Sierra Leone 4.4 4.8 3.6 133
Somali 12.9 16.2 11.7 138
South Africa 4.1 4 4.3 93
Sudan 8.8 13.3 7.2 183
Swaziland 4.6 4.8 4.4 109
Tanzania 10.9 12.7 9.6 132
Togo 8.3 9.9 7.5 133
Tunisia 4.3 5.6 3.6 156
Uganda 5.8 6.5 5.3 122
Zaire 5.1 6.8 4.2 161
Zambia 6.1 6.7 5.7 115
Zimbabwe i i
* Countries with insufficient data ommitted.
** Although mathematics dictates that this has a negative sign, a
glance at the numbers involved indicates that a positive sign
here is a more representative of the disproportionate increase
for females.
Source: Gideon S. Were, ed., “A Growing Dilemma: Women and
Change in African Primary Education, 1950—1980,” by Claire
Robertson, Women and Development in Africa (Nairobi, Kenya:
Gideon S. Were Press, 1985), p. 18.
99
words of Therese Kuoh Moukoury, president of the Union of African
and Malagasy Women: “My ideas of how to make up the backwardness
of African women can be summed up in one word: Education.”79
In comparing pre—independence with the post—independence
period in Table 1 of Chapter 4, one observes that the percentage
of growth rates for females in the pre-independent society was
13.5 percent as compared in the same table to 6.6 percent in
post—independence society which shows that there was a 6.9
percent decrease in the number of females enrolled in primary
schools. However, one should be aware that after independence
the annual growth rates in school enrollments were considerably
higher when considering the severe poverty of many of the
countries; and, in fact, school enrollments tripled and
quadrupled within five years, particularly during the early
1960’s when education campaigns had just been formed through the
PAIGC.8O
In addition to socio—economic factors which were discussed
in Chapter 4, the analysis discusses the impact of religion of
women’s participation in education since the existence of Islam
and Christianity are found throughout the continent. The
colonial governments very often make sure that the Islamic areas
had missionaries as a supplement to their indirect rule policy
whereas the Koranic schools were responsible for the needs of
79Dobert and Shields, Africa Report, p. 16.
80Were, Women and Development in Africa, p. 19.
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Muslims. A case in point is that of Nigeria where the indigenous
religion was mainly in the south where there were mostly
missionaries, whereas in the Islamic most of the Einirs did not
desire the conversion of Muslims by missionaries. The Sokoto
area of the north resulted in a small number of Western—oriented
institutions being structured after 1923 of which there were none
for females. In effect, due to this, the overall enrollment of
girls was very low prior to the 1950’s. However, as of the
1970’s, parents who had been previously opposed to sending their
daughters to school had decreased, but the schools became
increasingly secularized.81
It can therefore be explained here why there was a
disproportionate growth rate in some of the Muslim countries.
Initially the countries started with low bases, particularly
amongst females and instituting primary education due to post—
independence secular single—sex schools. The results then, in
overall enrollments in 1980 (or most recent date) were that in
countries advocating single—sex schools with 41.4 percent of the
girls in primary school and 60.6 percent of boys, there were 38.7
percent of the girls in coeducational countries and 53 percent of
the boys. Countries which were predominantly Muslim had
considerably higher post—independence growth rates which averaged
144, in contrast to 132 for predominatly native religion
81E. R. Yeld, “Educational Problems Among Women and Girls in
Sokoto Province of Northern Nigeria,” Women and Development in
Africa (Nairobi, Kenya: Gideon S. Were Press, 1985),
pp. 160—174.
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countries (Zambia, Burkina Faso, Togo, Sierra Leone, Malawi,
Mozambique, Madagascar, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Guinea—Bissau,
Ghana, Benin and Cameroon), and 58 for Christian countries
(Lesotho, Burundi, Central African Republic, Zaire, Gabon, Kenya,
Rwanda, Swaziland and Uganda).82
In making an overall assessment of the countries tables 5
and 6 show that Central African Republic, Chad, Ivory Coast, Togo
and Zaire are more advantageous for males as these countries
educational policies discriminate more against women.83
Organization of Women/1974
The Organization of Women was an organization established
three months after independence in 1974 in Guinea-Bissau. The
members of this organization who were women only often traveled
to various areas, which they represented. Their missions
included emphasizing and contributing to political education
programs, discussing the imperativeness of furthering the women’s
rights struggle, the women’s necessity to participate in the
ongoing activities of the society, and their importance in
contributing to national reconstruction. There were five female
members to a committee within the barrio or sector and regional
level: a political organizer, who served as president of the
committee of each region and worked in conjunction with the
commissioner who was located in Bissau.84




Although there was a shortage of women cadres who were
available to offer their time and energy, those who were
associated with the organization worked as assistants in health,
education, people’s stores, agriculture, and justice.85
There was also a lack of financial resources which
inevitably had some impact on the overall existence of the
Organization of Women, but despite this fact, they were geared
towards solving problems which affected women. Illiteracy was
one of the problems, and in efforts to change this, a nationwide
literacy campaign was established specifically for the needs of
women. Unemployment was another problem which women faced as a
direct result of their lack of education which was in effect a
manifestation of the pre—independent traditionalistic society in
Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde as well as in other parts of the
continent of Africa. However, to resolve the unemployment
problems, special programs were structured such as sewing centers
where women could work full time or complete their projects at
home .86
In order for women to participate in the economy in this
manner, there was surely a need for child—care centers — places




This effort was seen as a major priority which was to be
instituted throughout the entire country.87
However, it was not only the women of the organization who
worked massively to change their condition in the
post—independent society, but the PAIGC who worked toward women’s
mass mobilization. In most West African countries, there were
women’s societies known as manjuandades in Creole which also
existed in Guinea—Bigsau. Within these ethnically integrated
societies, women initially started their association in their
teens and worked their way up through the society according to
age. These societies were mostly support groups for women which
the Organization of Women welcomed for they contributed to the
change in status of women within the African society through
political mobilization and participation in national
reconstruction .88
It was, in fact, through the establishment of such women’s
organizations in Guinea—Bissau and elsewhere in the Third World
that women were given an opportunity to be a vital factor in the
economic, political, cultural and social sectors and thereby make
substantial contributions to Third World societies that were






The roles and contributions of women to the national
liberation struggle and post—independence/national reconstruction
were rendered in all facets of the society. Their involvement in
agriculture, where women compose 70 percent of the agricultural
labor force in the Third World is a key ingredient of any policy
design to overcome economic underdevelopment. This is true for
Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde as well as for other Third World
countries. It was only during pre/pbst independence that the
women were involved massively in agriculture. Prior to
colonialism when women had many rights, however, infiltration of
the colonialist structure contributed to the destruction of their
status. Were it not for the women who performed many of the
farming tasks, water and fuel supplying, cooking and preparation
of food, and child care, the African society would not have been
equipped to handle a liberation movement. This is so because all
these tasks which women performed initially provided men with
more than enough freedom to travel far distances to participate
in armed revolt.
The women’s need and desire to actively participate in the
liberation movement was due overall to a raising of
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Consciousness. Consciousness—raising, as it is interpreted by
the feminist theory, comes about as a result of association with
other women who have experienced sexual, racial, educational, and
economic discrimination. Black feminists in particular
experienced the racial oppression which began as far back as
Sojourner Truth during the 1840’s, when this black female slave
rallied nationally for the rights of black female slave women.
However, in light of the women’s newly acclaimed consciousness
through experience as well as through discussions by young
females and the PAIGC, the women began to become involved with
the liberation struggle, not only for the liberation of
Guinea—Bissau and Cape Verde, but also for their liberation from
traditionalistic practices. These practices included lack of
divorce rights for women, polygyny, and the denial to obtain an
education. Although there were cases where women as well as men
were permitted to seek a divorce, overall women were denied these
rights until after independence had been won and it eventually
become legalized.
The women knew that many of the practices of the African
society kept them in a subordinate position, and the only way to
eradicate these practices was for them to participate in the
movement and show that they too were just as capable as the men.
With the women earning positions of authority in the PAIGC, they
also began to awaken some of the men who contributed to their
subordination in the society.
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Although the establishment of the PAIGC is geared towards
transfroming the society, many of its male members did not
recognize the need to help the women change their status. It was
only through the direction of Amilcar Cabral that this
recognition became a reality.
Indeed this was and continues to be a long road, but as time
progresses the men are beginning to recognize that there was and
is a need for women to be productive in the society for more than
just domestic and child-care tasks.
As the guinean phrase says, A “Luta Continua—the struggle
continues,” and indeed it does. The consciousness—raising and
the women’s participation in the liberation movement and
throughout the Third World is proof that women in all worlds —
first, second, third, fourth and fifth can claim emancipation and
overcome oppression. Although oppression cannot be alleviated in
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